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wind. I voted for sfriking out the proviso of the | 
pill as it came from the House of Representatives, || 
giving the President the appointment of the mili- || 
tary officers, upon a fixed belief that it was a vio- 
jation of the Constitution. I have the satisfaction || 
of a conscientious conviction of the correctness of || 
that vote, and I am perfectly willing, if the editor |, 
chooses, that he shall make an issue with me any- || 
where as to the propriety and patriotism of that || 
yote. That the publication was unworthy of the | 
notice of this grave body, was my opinion when || 
introduced, and is so still. Bat if the editor desires 
to make an issue with me, for my vote, either be- || 
fore this body, or the people, I would leave him || 
free todo so. The facts are by this debate freely | 





FURTHER WAR MEASURES. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 


Senate the following 


> 


message from the President 


| of the United States: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States: 
Congress, by the act of the 13th of May last, declared, that 
“by the act of the republic of Mexico, a state of war exists 
between that Government and the United States ;”° and “ for 


|| the purpose.of enabling the Government of the United States 


to prosecute said war to a speedy and successful termina- 


* paval and military forces of the United States.” 

It has been my unalterable purpose, since the commence- 
ment of hostilities by Mexico, and the declaration of the ex- 
istence of war by Congress, to prosecute the war in which 
the country was unavoidably involved with the utmost ener- 


spread out, and I am perfectly willing to leave it || gy, with a view to its “speedy and successful termination” 


to the public to decide, whether voting against the | 
proviso of the bill makes me the friend of Mexico, | 
or compatriot of Santa Ana and Ampudia. 

Mr. BRIGHT proposed to draw a comparison | 
between the language which had been used by the 
Senator from Florida [Mr. Westcott] this morn- 
ing, as applied to the President of the United 
States, the heads of departments, and the two 
Houses of Congress, and that which had been 
termed the libellous article published in the Union. 

Mr. WEBSTER. If the Senator will allow me, | 
I will suggest, in the utmost spirit of kindness, that | 
he will be quite out of order in making any such 
comparison as he proposes to make. I make this 
suggestion in all kindness. 

Mr. BRIGHT said that he accepted the sugges- 
tion in the same spirit in which it was made, and 
he would relieve the Senator from any fear of the 
violation of order, by saying, that he would not | 
nee upon any rule of the Senate. If he did, 
he hoped the Senator would call him to order. 


by an honorable peace. 
Accordingly, all the operations of our naval and military 
forces have been directed with this view. While the sword 


|| has been held in one hand, and our military movements 


pressed forward into the enemy’s country, and its coasts in- 
| vested hy our navy, the tender of an honorable peace has 
been constantly presented to Mexico in the other. 

Hitherto, the overtures of peace which have been made 
hy this Government have not been accepted by Mexico. 
| With a view to avoid a protracted war, which hesitaney 

and delay on our part would be so well calculated to pro- 
duce, Linformed you, in my annual message of the &th De- 


with vigor, as the best means of securing peace,” and recom- 
| mended to your early and favorable consideration the meas- 
ures proposed by the Secretary of War, in his report accom- 
panying that message. 


| measures, deemed to be essential to the “speedy and suec- 


and honorable peace, were: recommended to your early and 
favorable consideration. 

The worst state of things which could exist in a war with 
such a power as Mexico, would be a course of indecision 
and inactivity on our part. Being charged by the Constitu- 
tion and the laws with the conduct of the war, [ have avail- 





The editor of the Union was charged, as he under- 
derstood, with publishing a libel, which libel 
charged certain members of the Senate with being 
associated with our foreign enemy. He understood | 
the Senator from Florida this morning to say, that 
he believed that if the people of the United States 
knew of the fraud and corruption which existed 
on the part of the President, the Senate, and the 
House of Representatives of the United States, | 
they would rise in their strength and throw them 
all into the Potomac. 

Mr. WESTCOTT rose and said, the Senator | 


from Indiana had got what he said all wrong. He |! 


said no such things as he had imputed to him. 
And Mr. W., having it, as he said, in writing be- 
fore him, repeated what he did say. 

Mr. BRIGHT proceeded. He admits it, then; | 
and now I ask, Mr. President, whether it does not 
amount to a greater libel, not only on this body, 
but the House of Representatives and the Execu- 
tive, than the alleged libel in the “Union?” Yet 
that is the declaration of a Senator professing to | 
belong to the Democratic party! Sir, I ask him 
for his proof. I demand the facts on which he 
rests the declaration that the party to which he 


professes to belong is floating in this sea of corrup- || 





tion. Can he answer? Can he point to one fact 
which sustains his allegation? He is silent. Sir, | 
his silence warrants me to believe that that allega- | 
tion is just worth about as much as his declaration | 
that the present Chief Magistrate, if before the | 
people, could not earry a single township. I take | 
it for granted that his speech is all of a piece—at 
least that portion of it which refers to the party to | 
which he professes to belong, and the present | 
~~. of the Executive of the nation. 

Mr. BREESE called for the yeas and nays @n | 
the first resolution, and they were ordered; and 
being taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 21, as fol- | 
lows: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, | 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jar- 
nagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
Pearce, Simmons, Upham, Webster; Westcott, Woodbridge, | 
and Yulee—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- | 
by, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, aes Dickinson, | 


Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Mason, Niles, Sevier, 
Boulé, Stargeon, and Turney—21. 


The second resolution had been previously with- 
drawn. 


27 


with energy and vigor. 


The act “to raise for a limited time an additional milita- | 
ry force, and for other purposes,”’ and which authorizes the | 


raising of ten additional regiments to the regular army, to 


which was presented to me on the 11th instant, and approv- 
ed on that days will constitute an important part of our mil- 





the seat of war with the least practicable delay. 

It will be perceived that this act makes no provision for 
the organization into brigades and divisions of the increased 
force which it authorizes, nor for the appointment of general 
officers to command it. It will be proper that authority be 








and with the advice and consent of the Senate, such number 


grades now in service are not more than are required for 


their respective commands; but further legislative action || 
during your present session will, in my judgment, be requi- || 
red, and to which it is my duty respectfully to invite your | 


Should the war, contrary to my earnest desire, be protract- | 


ed to the close of the term of service of the volunteers now 
in Mexico, who engaged for twelve months, an additional 
volunteer force will probably become necessary to supply 
their place. Many of the volunteers now serving in Mexico, 
‘it is not doubted, would cheerfully engage, at the conelusion 
of their present term, to serve during the war. They would 
constitute, a more efficient force than could be speedily ob- 
tained by accepting the services of any new corps who might 
ofter their services. They would have the advantage of the 
experience and discipline of a year’s service, and will have 


become accustomed to the climate, and be in less danger | 


than new levies of suffering from the diseases of the country. 
[ recommend, therefore, that authority be given to accept 
the services of such of the volunteers now in Mexico as the 
state of the public service may require, and who may, at the 
termination of their present term, voluntarily engage to serve 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


during the war with Mexico, and that provision be made for || 


commissioning the officers. Should this measnre receive 
the favorable consideration of Congress, it is recommended 
that a bounty be granted to them upon their voluntarily ex- 
tending their term of service. This would not only be due 
to these gallant men, but it would be economy to the Gov, 
ernment; because, if discharged at the end of the twelve 
months, the Government would be bound to incur a heavy 
expense in bringing them back to their homes, and in send- 
ing to the seat of war new corps of fresh troops to supply 
their place. : 

By the act of the thirteenth of May last, the President was 
authorized to accept the services of volunteers, “in com- 
panies, battalions, squadrons, and regiments,” but no provi- 
sion was made for filling up vacancies which might oeeur by 
death, or discharges from the service, on account of sick- 
ness or other casualties. In consequence of this omission, 
many of the corps now in service have been much reduced 
in numbers. Nor was any provision made for filling vacan- 
cies of regimental or company officers who might die or 
resign. Information has been received at the War Depart- 
ment of the resignation of more than one hundred of these 
Officers. They were appointed by the State authorities, and 
no information has been received, exceptin a few instances, 


tion,” authority was vested in the President to employ the | 


cember last, that the war would “ continue to be prosecuted | 


| In my message of the 4th January last, these and other 


| cessful termination” of the war,and the attainment of a just | 


ed myself of ail the means at my command to prosecute it | 


serve during the war, and to be disbanded at its termination, | 


itary force. These regiments will be raised and moved to || 


given by law to make such organization, and to appoint, by || 


of major generals and brigadier generals as the efficiency of || 
the service may demand. The number of officers of these | 


D AT THE CITY OF W ASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


New Senies........No. 27. 





that their places have been filled; and the efficiency of the 

service has been impaired from this cause. To remedy 

these defects, L recommend that authority be given to ac- 

}| cept the services of individual volunteers, to fill up the 
places of such as may die, or become unfit for the service 
and be discharged; and that provision be also made for fit 
ling the places of regimental and company officers who may 
die or resign. By such provisions, the volunteer corps may 
be constantly kept full, or may approximate the maximum 
number authorized and called into service in the first in- 
stance, 

While it is deemed to be our trne policy to prosecute the 
war in the manner indicated, and thus make the enemy feel 
its pressure and its evils, I shall be at all times ready, with 
the authority conferred on me by the Constitution, and with 
all the means which may be placed at my command by Con 
gress, to conclude a just and honorable peace. 

Of equal importance with an energetic and vigorous pros- 
ecution of the war are the means required to defray its ex- 
penses, and to uphold and maintain the publie credit. 

In my annual message of the &th December fast, I sub- 
mitted for the consideration of Congress the propriety of 
imposing, as a War measure, reventc duties On some OF the 
articles now embraced in the free list. The principal arti 
cles now exempt from duty, from which any considerable 
revenue could be derived, are tea and cotiee. A moderate 
revenue duty on these articles, it is estimated, would pre- 
duce annually an amount excecding two and a half millions 
of dollars. Though in a period of peace, when ample means 

| could be derived from duties on other articles for the sup 
port of the Government, it may have been deemed proper 
not to resort to a duty on these articles; yet, when the 
country is engaged in a foreign war, and all our resources 
are demanded to meet the unavoidable increased expendi- 
ture in maintaining our armies in the field, no sound reason 
is perceived why we should not avail ourselves of the reve- 
nues which may be derived from this source, The objec- 
tions which have heretofore existed to the imposition of 
these duties were applicable to a state of peace, when they 
were not needed. Weare now, however, engaged in a for- 
eign war. We need money to prosecute it, and to maintain 
the public honor and credit. It cannot be doubted that the 
patriotic people of the United States would cheerfully, and 
without complaint, submit to the payment of this additional 
duty, or any other that may be necessary to maintain the 
honor of the country, provide for the unavoidable expenses 
of the Government, and to uphold the public credit. [tis 
|| recommended that any duties which may be imposed on 
these articles be limited in their duration to the period of 
the war. 

An additional annual revenue, it is estimated, of between 
half a million and a million of dollars, would be derived 
from the graduation and reduction of the price of such of the 
|| public lands as have been long offered in the market at the 
|| minimum price established by the existing laws, and have 
remained unsold. And, in addition to other reasons com- 
|| mending the measure to favorable consideration, it is re- 

| commended as a financial measure. The duty suggested on 

| tea and coffee, and the graduation and reduction of the price 

| of the public lands, would secure an additional annual reve- 
nue to the treasury of not less than three millions of dot. 
lars, and would thereby prevent the necessity of incurring 
a public debt annually to that amount, the interest on which 
must be paid semi-annually, and ultimately the debt itself, 
|| by a tax on the people. 

Tt is a sound policy, and one which has long been ap- 
proved by the Government and people of the United States, 
never to resort to loans unless in cases of great public emer- 
gency, and then onty for the smailest amount whieh the 
public necessities will permit. 

The increased revenues which the measures now recom- 

mended would produce would, moreover, enable the Gov- 
| ernment to negotiate a loan, for any additional sum which 
| may be found to be needed, with more facility, and at cheaper 
| rates than can be done without them. 
Under the injunction of the Constitution which makes it 
|| my duty “from time to time to give to Congress information 
| of the state of the Union, and to recommend to their con- 
|| sideration such measures” as shall be judged “ necessary 
| and expedient,” Lrespectfully and earnestly invite the action 
| of Congress on the measures herein presented for their con- 
| sideration, The public good, as well as a sense of my respon- 
sibility to our common constituents, in my judgment, impe- 
riously demand that I should present them for your enlight- 
ened consideration, and invoke favorable action upon thein 
| before the close of your present session. 


JAMES K. POLK. 
Wasninoton, February 13, 1847. 


| On motion, the message was referred to the 
} Committee on Military Affairs. 
'| The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturpay, February 13, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. POLLOCK, on leave given, moved that the 
Committee of the Whole House be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill for the 
| relief of the executors of John Norris, ijeceased, 
| and that it be recommitted to the Committee of 

| Claims; which was ordered accordingly. 
| On motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, the House 
' resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


| 
| 
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state of the Union, (Mr. Nonars, of New Hamp- | 


chire, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill appropriating three millions of dollars 
to enable the President to enter into negotiations 
for the restoration of peace with Mexico. 

Mr. SEABORN JONES was entitled to the 
floor, and addressed the committee during the hour. 
Premising that he did not intend to occupy much 
of the time of the Hlouse with remarks upon the 
bill immediately under consideration, he (Mr. J.) 
passed on to a review of the causes which had in- 
volved ug in the war with Mexico. Whether just 
or unjust, whether brought on by the Executive 
of the United States or by Mexico, war ezisted; 
money was requisite to procure an honorable 
yeace, or to carry on the war, as the case might 
- and he did not doubt that a large majority of 
the House would readily appropriate all the means 
that were required, 

Mr. J. then entered upon a reply to the argu- 
mentor Mr. Sreruens, in relation to the causes 
of the war, which he attributed entirely to the 
stubborn folly of Mexico herself. He (Mr. J.) 
was not fora ** masterly inactivity,”’ but for a vig- 
orous prosecution of the war, and for cutting off 
the resources of Mexico, until she came and asked 
for peace; and then he was for granting peace on 
liberal terms. 

Ele opposed urgently the adoption of the Wil- 
mot proviso; and in this connexion, went into an 
examimation of the scripture argument on the sub- 
ject of slavery. 

Mr. W. HUNT then obtained the floor, and 
addressed the committee mainly in opposition to 
the acquisition, on grounds of public policy, of any 
further acquisition of territory. 

Whilst Mr. H. was speaking, 

Mr. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, for the first 
time since his attack of paralysis, entered the Hall. 
The committee rose in a body to receive him. Mr. 
Hoenr suspended his remarks; and 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON then rose, and 
said:-In compliance with the understanding with 
which I selected a seat at the commencement of 
the present session, | now tender to the venerable 
member from Massachusetts the seat which I then 
sclected for him, and will furthermore congratu- 
late him on being spared to return to this House. 

Mr. ADAMS responded. It is with much 
sleasure that I again return to your midst. Had 
fa more powerful voice, I might respond to the 
congratulations of my friends and the members of 
this House for the honor which has been done 
me. But enfeebled as I am by disease, I beg that 
you will excuse me. ‘ 

Mr. W. HUNT then resumed the floor, and 
entered into a discussion of the general question of 
the war, showing that the longer it continued the 
greater would be the amount of indemnity required 
from Mexico—thus increasing the difficulties of 
final adjustment. 


[In the course of the day, a message in writing 
was received from the President of the United 
States. See Senate proceedings for this message. ] 

The message having been read, some conversa- 
tion followed; when 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered the following 
resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 


officers, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; so much as relates to additional impost, to 
the Committee of Ways and Means; and so much 
as relates to the war with Mexico, to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions to report 
thereon promptly. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL also asked leave to 
offer the following resolution: 


Whereas, the distress by famine, disease, and | 


desolation of Ireland, a country with which this is 
connected by kindred ties, calls for that relief which 


THE CON 


sage, this day presented to the House of Repre- | 
sentatives, as relates to an increase of military | 
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| tory without our jurisdiction—where Texas had | this session authorized a further loan of twenty. 
never extended her authority, and had no claim, || eight millions of dollars, and the raising of ten 
|} regiments for the increase of the regular army 


except a mere paper claim and declaration that it 
| was hers. 
A word or two of conversation took place on this 
— between Mr. HUDSON and Mr. PILLS- 
3URY—Mr. P. controverting the position of Mr. 


Hvpson, and declaring that Texas had a permanent | 


foree which had ranged within that territory for 


years over the inhabited part of that frontier, and | 


which, with other acts of jurisdiction, constituted 


the basis of a sound claim on the part of Texas to | 


the Rio Grande. 

Mr. HUDSON (resuming) admitted that Texas 
had settlements in the valley of the Nueces, but 
never upon the Rio Grande. 

He referred to the comparison which gentlemen 


had attempted to institute between this war and || 


that of 1812—instituted, he said, because this war 
could not be justified upon its own merits, and 


maintained that, instead of resembling, this war | 


was the very reverse of the war of 1812; the war 


i 
i 
| 





of 1812 being just—this, unjust; that being defen- | 
sive—this, aggressive; that, commenced and pros- | 
ecuted to extend the freedom of the seas—this, to | 


extend slavery on shore. 

He defended the right of Congress to withhold 
supplies to an unjust war. To deny it was to 
assert, that we were already under a military des- 
potism, and not a free people. 


The power of the | 


people, through their representatives, to withhold | 


supplies, was their peculiar prerogative under our 


Government, and was a doctrine ‘ formidable to | 


tyrants only.”’ 

He reviewed the course of the Administration 
in its different stages, and their admissions, to show 
that this was a war of conquest; and alluded to the 
various, almost insurmountable, difficulties which 
stood in the way of our success. 


| Appropriation bills, suited to the gigantic under. 
| taking of the Government, have been passed with 
/ unexpected unanimity; and @ery war measure 
| recommended by Government of any considerable 
importance, has already passed this House. Op 
the part of the Government, the war has been 
prosecuted with commendable vigor and brilliant 
success. A large amount of territory, equal to 
one-third of the whole Mexican republic, is now 
under our control. It rests with the Executive to 
direct the further operations. Men and means 
have been provided by a patriotic country, and a 
soldiery not less patriotic have given in the past, a 
pledge of future bravery and renown. ; 

The essential war measures having been pro- 
vided for, the President has thought proper to in- 
vite our attention to the subject of peace. Upon 
his recommendation, the Committee on Foreign 
Relations have introduced the bill in question 
which provides that ‘tthe sum of three millions 
‘of dollars be hereby appropriated, out of an 
‘money in the Treasury not otherwise appropn- 
‘ated, to enable the President to conclude a treaty 
‘ of peace with the republic of Mexico; to be used 
‘by him in the event that said treaty, when duly 
‘ ratified by Mexico, shall call for the expenditure 
‘ of the same, or any part thereof.”’ 

This bill is not a war but a peace measure, 
The money cannot be drawn from the treasury 
until the republic of Mexico has agreed on terms 
for adjusting her difficulties with this country. 


|, How soon that event will occur is a question of 


He considered it, then, his duty to withhold | 


supplies of men and money for more extended 
movements; but would pay our forces already in 
service. His policy would be to withdraw our 
army to our own territory; and this not with ref- 


erence to Mexico, but with reference to ourselves, | 


to self-respect, to truth, and justice; and then pro- || 
claim to Mexico and the world that we want none | 


of her territory; that we want nothing but a just 
and honorable peace, with such indemnity as she 
may owe our citizens. This proposition would 
bring Mexico to terms, and secure peace in a very 
short period. Mr. H. having concluded, 

Mr. JENKINS rose and said: 

Mr. Cuainman: The remarks which I propose 
to make at this time will mainly be devoted to the 
support of the amendment offered by the honorable 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. Notwithstanding 
the exciting nature of the subject, I am happy to 

notice that it has been treated, both by the North 
and the South, generally, with the cool deliberation 
suited to its importance. It has been suggested 
upon this floor, that the support of this proviso 
is an act hostile to the Administration, and tends 
to embarrass the Government in the prosecution 
of the war. For the purpose of showing that this 
opinion is founded in misapprehension, it is proper 
to take into consideration the legislation upon the 
subject of the war. 

On the thirteenth day of May last, Congress 
passed an act recognising the existence of war with 
the republic of Mexico. By the same statute, the 
army and navy were placed in the hands of the 
| President, asd the Government authorized to in- 
| crease the amount of seven millions then in the 


| 


| treasury by the loan of ten millions of dollars, and 


these United States are of all countries best able to | 


afford: 

Resolved, That it be referred to a select commit- 
tee to consider and report to this House what relief 
may be afforded to Ireland. 

Mr. RATHBUN objected. 


Mr. HUDSON then took the floor, and resumed 
the debate. He discussed the war and connected 
topics, maintaining that the war was brought upon 
us by the act of the President in ordering the ad- 
vance of ourarmy to the Rio Grande—into a terri- 


to raise fifty thousand volunteers, for a vigdrous 
prosecution of the war. Upon the passage of this 


this House voted in the affirmative, and fourteen 


| only voted in the negative—making a majority in 
favor of the measure larger than can be found upon 
so important a subject from the days of Jefferson 
to the present time. The confidence of Congress 
in the Government was further evinced during last 
_ session, by the most liberal appropriation bills for 
the maintenance of our army and navy. 

Congress has manifested a similar spirit at the 
present session. The bill underconsideration was 


act, one hundred and seventy-four members of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 





great doubt. Present appearances are not propi- 
tious of early negotiation. But it may be wanted 
at some time; and, before voting for the bill, I shall 
not fail to inquire, to what specific purpose is this 
three millions of money to be devoted? When it 
is remembered that our Government has announced 
its determination to require of Mexico the pay- 
ment of the immense amount due our citizens for 
spoliations long since committed, and an adequate 
indemnity for the expenses of the war, as condi- 
tions of peace; when we consider that Mexico is 
unable to raise money for that purpose, and that 
the surrender to us of a portion of her territory is 
the only way in which she can make the required 
recompense—we shall not be at a loss to lee 
why our forces have taken possession of that por- 
tion of Mexico, which, from its contiguity to our 
own dominion and its commercial and agricultural 
advantages invites the hardy industry and resist- 
less enterprise of our people. Our laws are al- 
ready administered there; the press is scattering in- 
telligence in our own language there; and an army 
has been sent to California, with express orders to 
be disbanded west of the Rocky mountains. When 
that army shall return they will bring the country 
with them. ° 

Upon the return of peace and the acquisition of 
a part of the Mexican territory, it may well be 
expected, that expediency as well as justice will 
| suggest the propriety of paying to the Mexican 
| Government this three millions as a balance due 
Mexico, over and above her indebtedness to us, 
for the territory we shall acquire. This is the 
an for which the three millions is wanted. 

hen we consider how much more than she can 


| pay Mexico owes already, it would be idle to ask, 
, for what other purpose can the three millions be 
_ required ? 

hen we are thus taking measures for a per- 
_ manent acquisition of territory, ordinary prudence 
| forces upon us the inquiry, Toavhat purpose shall 
_ this territory be devoted? Shall it be hallowed by 
| free and cheerful toil, or must it be condemned to 
_ yield a stinted supply to the reluctant labor of the 
| slave? The proviso under ‘consideration is in- 
_ tended to perform the office of reserving this ter- 
ritory to the enjoyment of free Jabor. me effort 
has been made to brand this movement with hard 
names, and to impress upon it the odium of Aboli- 
tionism. But the day has gone by when men can 
be driven from the performance of their duty by 
such expedients. This is no Abolition project. 
| The proviso does not interfere with slavery in the 


made a special order for the first day of March in- || States where it now exists. With that subject we 


stant. But in order to hasten the = of some 
important appropriation bills, the bill in question 
was postponed to the eighth instant. Aware of the 
_large amount of men and money necessary for a 
vigorous prosecution of the contest, we have at 





| have nothing to do. We take this up as co 
national question—a question untrammelled by 
| any vested right—one which addresses itself to us 
| not as mere philanthropists or partisans, but as le- 


gislators. 
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| maintain that the introduction of this institu- 


tion into this new territory will weaken our capa- |) 
city of self-defence in time of war. The most | 


rominent feature in a slave State is the division 
of the country into extensive plantations, each oc- 
cupied by a single mansion, the abode of the mas- 
ter, surrounded by huts—if not the fit, they are 
the emblematic tenements of his slaves. From 
the nature of the institution, the free population 
must be thinly scattered, little able, for want of 
numbers, to defend themselves against an invader. 
The slave, instead of adding protection and 
strength to the country, has the strongest possible 
interest to render aid to the enemy. i 
would be held out to him by the invader. Little 
as we may now fear that lethargic spirit wrapped 
up in that sable skin, the promise and prospect of 
freedom would wake up an enthusiastic energy 
and courage there, not much resembling the qui- 
escence of a chattel, but kindling with high hopes, 
and wearing the resistless armor of a man. 

The danger in time of war, arising from the in- 
troduction of slavery into this now free territory, 
would be greatly enhanced by its distance from 
the heart of our military power. Bordered by the 
Pacific on the west, and the remaining posses- 
sions of Mexico on the. south, it would ever be 
exposed to incursions by sea and land. 
lation endowed with the greatest capacity for de- 
fence, should make that country their homes, 
No feeble institution, incapable of sustaining its 


own weight, should be planted upon this extreme | 


outpost. p 
the Mexican race, that they will not fail of an 
effort to reconquer the territory they shall have 
lost, whenever we may be engaged in a war with 
some other more powerful nation. It is proper to 
advert to testimony better than any opinion of 
mine upon this subject. During our trouble with 
Great Britain, at the last session of Congress, 
then bearing indications of war, a respectable 
writer in Charleston, South Carolina, in his jour- 
nal, urged the amicable settlement of the Oregon 


question, in the strongest terms, setting forth as one | 
of the main reasons, that a war with England 


would be likely to result in the uprising and liber- 
ation of the slaves in the South. If such were the 
fears excited in the bosom of our Union, sur- 
rounded by the most efficient aid on all hands, 
what should be our apprehensions of the safety of 
the same institution, situate upon an enemy’s bor- 
der, remote from our dense population, and of dif- 
ficult access ? 

But the tendency of this institution is to unfit 


the master for fatigue and hardship, and hence to | 


weaken his capacity for his country’s defence. 
Hardy toil in youth constitutes the bi 

for the soldier. It is this which gives consistence 
to the muscles and vigor to theconstitution. ‘This 
will fit him to bear fatigue and suffering with pa- 
tience, and enable him to resist the inroad of dis- 
ease arising from exposure. Whatever shall le- 
gitimately tend, without infringing upon public or 
individual yights, to a general distribution of all 
the comforts of life; to the increase of a moral 
and industrious population; to the dissemination of 
knowledge among all classes; has a strong bearin 
in favor of national wealth and power, and shoul 
not be lost sight of in the halls of legislation. 
Slavery promotes none of these blessings; its ten- 
dency is contrary to them all. If, therefore, we 
have the power to exclude it from the territory in 
question, our duty cannot well be mistaken. 

This proviso is opposed mainly upon constitu- 
tional grounds. No extended argument is required 
to place this question distinctly before the mind. 
There is nothing in the Constitution which seems 
to contemplate the annexation of territory not then 
belonging to the United States, to the Union. 
This power has been exercised upon several occa- 
sions, and it is now too late to call it in question. 
When annexed, it falls within the second section 
of the fourth article of the Constitution, which pro- 
vides that ** Congress shall have power to dispose 
‘of, and make all needful rules and regulations re- 
‘ specting, the territory or other property belonging 
‘to the United States.”’ Bya clause in the eighth 
section of the first article of the same instrument, 
Congress has the power ‘“‘ to make all laws which 
‘should be necessary for carrying into execution 
‘all powers vested by the Constitution in the gov- 
‘ernment of the United States or any department 
‘or officer thereof.” If Congress, then, has the 
power to make all needful rules and regulations re- 


THE 


iberty | 


A popu- | 


Such is the long-known disposition of || 


est training | 


i specting the territory of the United States, and all 
necessary laws to carry that power into execution, 
} it requires but little argument to show that a law | 
4 prohibiting slavery in a territory, is among the 
pe granted to Congress by the Constitution. 
ndeed, when it is seen that nothing is found in the 
Constitution in any manner forbidding the exer- 


Toor 


a 


f cise of this power by Congress, the power is too 

i obvious to admit of dispute. 

" But as this power is denied with great vehe- 
mence, it may be proper to detain the committee a 
few minutes longer upon this question. In 1787, 

|| just prior to the adoption of the Constitution, Con- 


'| tion, passed an ordinance containing a clause pro- 
', hibiting slavery in all of the territory northwest of 
the Ohio river. If this celebrated clause in the or- 
|| dinance was repugnant to any of the provisions of 


} 
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gress, then acting under the Articles of Confedera- || 
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| independence be deeply felt when the decision shall 


be made, 

The honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Bropueap,] who early addressed the com- 
mittee in opposition to this amendment, gravely 
told us that he did not know that the three mil- 
lions were designed for the acquisition of territory; 
and this, too, after the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, who reported the bill, had 
stated that it was designed for such acquisition. 
I have already shown, from well-known facts, how 
futile this argument is. But if men make up their 
minds how to vote before examining the case, all 
we can expect is such reasons, sound or unsound, 


‘was may be at command. 


| the Constitution, it is obvious that the adoption of | 
,. the Constitution of the United States, which took | 


place soon after the*ordinance was made, would 


|| have operated as a repeal of the freedom clause in | 


| theordinance. But the highest judicial tribunal in 
|| Kentucky, as early as 1820, solemnly adjudged 
| this clause in the ordinance to be in full force. 
'| This decision has never been controverted, but has 
| been adopted by several subsequent decisions in 
other States. 
| ‘The action of Congress has been uniform in sup- 
|| port of this right. 
compromise, prohibited slavery in the territory of 
| the United States west of the Mississippi river, and 
north of the thirty-sixth degree and thirty minutes 
| of north latitude. ‘The constitutionality of this 
|| law has never been denied. In the year 1822, 
\ Congress passed a law prohibiting the introduction 
i} 


|| Territory of Florida. 


i| was unconstitutional ? 


|| gentlemen who take the other side of this question 
| by no means should question. 


} 
; 


My honorable colleague, [Mr. Srrone,} and the 
honorable gentleman from Michigan, (Mr. Cuie- 
MAN,] with two or three members from Pennsyl- 
vania, have crossed the dividing line to prop up 
the falling fortunes of this decaying institution. It 
is true that they do not directly advocate the ex- 
tension of slavery over this now free territory, but 


| they are opposed to this amendment at this time; 


they are desirous of —— the compromises of 
the Constitution; they do not wish to debar the 


| slaveholder trom enjoying the benefits of the coun- 
| try in question. 


The act known as the Missouri | 


‘this House, the honorable gentleman from South | 


: Carolina, [Mr. Burr,] proposed an amendment to | 


i that bill, fixing the line for slave territory at thirty- 
HH 


six degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude. | 


‘(| The honorable mover of that amendment, with 


| of that amendment; thus explicitly admitting, by 
i} 

} control this question. 
| the real opinions of men than declarations. Thus, 
|| upon authority of the highest charscter, judicial 
and legislative, am I borne out in the conclusion, 
|, that the Constitution has vested in Congress the 
power to prohibit the introduction of slavery in 
territory thus acquired. 

But if the Constitution was silent on this sub- 
ject, no doubt could be entertained that a govern- 
ment having the power to acquire territory, neces- 
sarily must have, as an incident to that power, 
the right to govern and control it. If, for the 
common good, it should become necessary to ex- 
clude, by legislation, an institution in its nature 
and practical effects calculated to endanger pub- 
lic safety, can it be doubted that adequate power 
is lodged in the National Legislature to effect this 
object ? 

This question is to be decided without reference 
to the ordinary division of party polities. From 
annunciations. made upon this floor, the South, 
Whig and Democrat, present an unbroken front 
in opposition to this amendment. The South do 
not skulk behind any question of time, but with 
manly independence have told us that now is the 
time to raise this question, if ever it is to be raised, in 
regard to acquired territory. Southern Whigs do 
not stop to inquire whether their votes against the 
amendment will support or oppose the Administra- 
tion. Southern Democrats forbear to make any 
such inquiry, but Jeave it to the North, the once 
| more divided, crippled North, to put forth the halt- 
| ing and impotent plea, that the measure is an act 
| of hostility to the Administration. Whatever may 
be the private intention of any man connected with 
this question, is not of the least importance. The 
measure itself, and its bearing upon the country at 
large, and particularly upon the territory to be ac- 
uired, ia the subject for examination and decision. 








t its merits and defects be fully examined; let 
discussion have its freest range; and let a manly 


of slaves from any foreign country into the then \| 
Will any one claim that this | 


| But, Mr. Chairman, I have another case of the | 
| highest authority—an authority which honorable | 


It will be remem- | 
bered that a few days since, when the bill to organ- | 
| ize the Territory of Oregon wasin progress through | 


| time ? 
| provided for ? 


|| those who deny the power generally, voted in favor || the bill. 


What of substance is there in this question of 
Are not all of the important war measures 
Does any one expect to coax the 
Mexicans into terms of peace by the exhibition of 
extraordinary unanimity on this project, when the 
main war measures have been carried with such 
large majorities? When will a more propitious 
day for the settlement of this question arise? Can 
we expect that at some future time our friends at 
the south will yield this question? Next year we 
may be at war with a more potent enemy; now we 
| have no fears to disturb our deliberations. But if 
there be danger, let us meet it; not wait for danger 
to overtake us. Should terms of peace be agreed 
on, and the territory acquired by treaty, in what 
respect will the time for the settlement of this ques- 
tion be more propitious than now? Obviously none 
whatever. 

Experience has shown that delay on questions 
of this sort is productive of no beneficial result. 
At the last session, we passed the bill to organize a 
territorial government in Oregon, including a clause 
prohibiting slavery. The Senate did not act upon 

At this session, we have passed a similar 


|| bill, with a like restrictive clause; and already the 


| the slave power. 





i} 





their most solemn acts, the power of Congress to | committee in that body, to whom the bill was refer- 


Acts are better evidence of | 


red, have struck out that restriction; and soon the 
' bill will be returned to this House, amended to suit 
Will gentlemen boggle upon this 
| question of time, and allow slavery to be establish- 
' ed in Oregon too? Shall it be said that we are at 


|, war with Mexico, and therefore it is not the right 


| time to raise this exciting question in Oregon? As 
| well might the question of time be raised in regard 
| to Oregon as to this particular portion of the Mexi- 
| can territory; for both countries in substance are 
now equally ours. 

Gentlemen will not seriously claim that any com- 
promise in the formation of the Constitution had 
‘anything to do with the question of slavery in the 
| territories. 
| Mr. Chairman, the country looks upon the dis- 
| cussion of this question with some anxiety. Re- 
ports of every description, some perhaps accurate 
| and some untrue, are in circulation upon this sub- 
| ject. It is ramored that the Missouri compromise 

tine is to be forced upon us; and it is said sundry 
members, to aid the wishes of the South, will in 
committee, when the ayes and noes cannot be call- 
ed, vote against the Wilmot proviso. Hence, if 


|| this proviso shall be thus defeated in committee, a 


' direct vote on the question in the House may be 
| avoided. I trust this rumor is untrue. But, if 
| true, let it be remembered that a vote in committee 
on a question so important as this, different from 
| a vote in the House, will be recorded in characters 
| indelible by an honest and insulted constituency. 
| No man can vote unseen; and the newspapers will 


| tion. 

When this question was up last year, the State 
| of Pennsylvania stood out in the foremost rank on 
| thé side of freedom. She fought also manfully for 
| her manufacturers then; but now I am sorry to see 
so many of her Representatives crossing the line, to 
take shelter under the flag of the South. When 
will the solemn ceremony of this extraordinary 
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{ 
change take place? To whom shall be allotted the | 
task of leading the recusants to the confessional? 

Mr. BRODHEAD interposed, (Mr. Jenkins 
yielding the floor,) and said: | have frequently 
heard references made to the North in this debate, 
Gentlemen talk about the North. I claim to speak 
for no portion of the country but the district I rep- 
resent—a district which gives five thousand demo- 
cratic majority; and I am representing the wishes 
of that people upon this question, I do not want 
continually to hear my motives called in question 
by gentlemen talking about freedom, and standing || 
up for the rights of the North. [have long been in | 
public life, and I may be when the gentleman from 4 
New York shall be forgotten. i} 

Mr. JENKINS. The honorable gentleman from |) 
Pennsylvania has announced that he lives ina dis- | 
trict of five thousand democratic majority. I would |! 
respectfully inquire what his majority was at the |, 
last election ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. At that election there were 
nine thousand democratic voters detained at home 
by the storm. [ reeeived twelve hundred majority, 
a larger majority in proportion to the vote cast than 
I had ever before received. 

Mr. JENKINS. Detained at home by the storm! | 
If the honorable gentleman votes against the Wil- | 
mot proviso, he will find the storm not over when 
he reaches home! Sir, when the gentleman shall } 
run again for Congress, these nine thousand voters 
detained at home by the storm will not fail to be at 
the polls, emphatically to express their disapprola- 
tion of his vote on this question. When the hon- 
orable gentleman’s constituents saw that his name | 
was not recorded on this question last year, no 
storm was needed to apologize for their remaining 
at home. 

But what will be the effect of adopting this pro- 
viso at this time? It is true that its requirements 
will be accomplished without inserting anything || 
in a treaty with Mexico on the subject of slavery. 
Hence the Senate, in Executive session on such a 
treaty, will not be required to act on that question. 
No embarrassment will arise from this source. But 
this proyiso being part and parcel of the transaction 
in acquiring territory, is itself a pledge to those | 
whe shall settle it, that slavery shall not be intro- | 
duced. Its effect upon the country in question will | 
be equivalent to the effect of the ordinance of 1787 
over the Northwest Territory. It will invite to this 
distant region, people for settlers opposed to the | 
institution of slavery. Such men are to be found 
in the South as well asthe North. Thus, although | 
slavery was prohibited in the Northwest Territory, | 
a large portion of the inhabitants of Ohio, Indi. 
ana, and [linois, came there from the slaveholding 
States. The assertion that the exclusion of this 
institution from the territory in question will de- 
bar the people of the South from its enjoyment, is 
not supported by experience. Many, very many, | 
from the South regard this institution as an evil, | 
and are satisfied of its deleterious influence. Give | 
them an opportunity for this beneficial change in a | 
climate congenial to their own. ; 

if slavery is allowed to fasten itself upon the 
bosom of this new country, the free and enterpri- | 
sing laborer will not go there, but bend his course | 
to a section where the severe virtue of a vigorous 
toil is respected. Admit slavery, and you exclude 
all other labor. If Texas were free, it would be 
settled halfa century sooner than under the influ- 
ence of that institution. Why, then, throw the 
sable pall over the fair heritage beyond the moun- 
tains, just as it is bursting into life ? 

_ Sir, itis important to begin right. If free labor be 
first encouraged there, depend on it none other will | 
ever be admitted, Butif the reverse, the country lj 
must be first worn out and abandoned, as useless, 
giving place to free labor two centuries afterwards 
to reclaim and reinvigorate the soil. I cannot bet- 
ter elucidate this subject, and show the influence 
of an infant settlement over the full-grown state | 
which succeeds it, than by reference to an item in 
the early history of Virginia, in connexion with 
recent efforts to establish the common school sys- 
tem in that State. Itis known that commendable 
exertions have been made for some years past for 
the general introduction of common schools in Vir- 
ginia. Herenlightened Legislature has done all that 
a Legislature can well do for the attainment of this 
desirable object. But a majority of the people in 
most, if not all, of the counties, as yet absolutely 
refuse to enter upon the system. Present reasons, 
doubtless, are given for this opposition; but the 





|| sake of acquiring territory with which we could do 


| the existence of the Union itself. 


| imposed it upon necessaries: 
| which, he referred to the reduction, by the latter, || 
‘init t | upon the President of the United States of bring- 


\| both. 

| marks— 

| floor, and said that, being too unwell to go on in 
_ his remarks this evening, he would move that the 
|, members present, (about twenty-five)— 


| the floor this evening, if it were generally agreed 
| that he should have the privilege of addressing the 
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true cause, | apprehend, is found nearer the origin 
of the settlement. I read from the introduction 
to Elliot’s Debates, an extract from Sir William 
Serkeley’s account of the condition of Virginia, 
made to the Lord Commissioner in 1671. He | 
says: | 

“} thank God there are no free schools or printing, and | 
hope we shall not have this hundred years ; for learning has 
brought disobedience, and heresy, and sects, into the world, | 
and printing has divulged them and libels against the Gov- 
ernment. God keep us from both.” 

This early direction has had a strong influence | 
for more than a century and a half, and shows the 
importance of giving a proper bent to the early in- 
stitutions of a colony. 

Allow me to express a hope that the amendment 
offered by the honorable gentleman from Pennsy]l- 
vania may be supported by a decisive majority. I |! 
think that such a support is due to a large major- | 
ity of the people of this Union, and to the country 


| to be acquired. F 


Mr. STEWART opposed the grant of three | 
millions of dollars proposed by the bill under con- 
sideration, as intended to ratify any treaty the 
President of the United States might think proper 
to make for the acquisition of territory. It was 
the ratification of a treaty beforehand, and if passed 
in its present form, would preclude both Houses 
from objecting to ratify and carry out any treaty 
whatever which the President might be disposed 
to make. 

He denounced the war as a Presidential war, 
and a war of conquest, and would vote for the 
** Wilmot proviso’’ as the most effectual means, if 
carried, of bringing it to a speedy termination. | 
The object of the Administration was to acquire 
new territory to make it slave territory, and if this 
prohibition of slavery were imposed by Congress, 
their warlike spirit would quickly subside. Still 


| he had voted supplies because the President, by 
| plunging us into war and our army into danger, 


had left him no choice. 
protection of our army. 

He commented upon the fatuity and madness of 
the Administration in involving us in war for the 


He had done it for the | 


nothing when got, and which would but prove an | 
apple of discord, and was fraught with danger to 


He proceeded to review and condemn the policy 


| of Mr. Polk upon the tariff, and generally; insti- 


tuting a comparison between the tariff of 1842 and 
1846, and maintaining that the country was far 
more prosperous, and the treasury far better sup- | 
plied under the former. The tariff_ of 1842 (he 
said) taxed luxuries, and imposed as little burden 
on the laboring portion of community as possible; | 
that of 1846 took off the duty from luxuries, and | 
as an instance of 


of the tax on brandy and other spirits, to abeut 
half its formeramount. ‘To supply this deficiency 
thus caused, the President had finally, in his mes- 


| sage to-day, the courage to recommend a tax on | 


tea and coffee. The policy of Mr. Polk (he said) 
seemed to be, first, to destroy the country, and then | 
his own party; and he was rapidly succeeding in 


When Mr. Srewart had concluded his re- | 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, obtained the | 


committee rise. 
The motion being objected to by many of the 


Mr. HOLMES said he would yield his right to | 


| 
House on this bill on Monday morning, 

Mr. PENDLETON rose and asked the Chair | 
if such an understanding could be made; he (Mr. 
P.) had been endeavoring to obtain the floor for | 
several days past, and should continue to endeavor | 


i 
| 


to obtain it up to the last moment. 
Mr. HOLMES declining to proceed in his re- 
marks this evening, yielded the floor. 
Mr. BROCKENBROUGH said, upon the sub- | 
ject of the **Wilmot proviso,’ unlike many gen- | 
tlemen from the South, he had no fears for the | 
institution of slavery, or for the dissolution of the | 
Union; not from any wilful blindness, but oe 
} 


i 
i 
i 
; 
i 
| 
| 


| 
i 


cause, after calm reflection, it appeared to him that || 


_ whenever the governments of this country, either |) 


State or Federal, had undertaken to legislate in '! 


appropriated by us. 
| berment, robbery, &c.; but nine-tenths of the na- 
| tions of the present day had no better title to their 
“own territory than that of conquest. 


what portion of her territory; 
_ taking a particular line, and defending and holding 
it, were very much removed by the argument of a 
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advance of public opinion, and prescribe rules for 
pane opinion, their enactments were but a dead 


etter on the statute hook. Any legislation at this 
time, declaring that lands which may hereafter be 
acquired by the United States shall be occupied 
by one portion of the country to the exclusion of 
the other, would be perfectly futile and ineffeciual, 
From the beginning of the Government down to 
the present day, the North and the South had been 
advancing with giant and equal stride towards the 
West, and no arbitrary line could restrain the ad- 
vances of the institutions of either. The Missourj 
compromise line had only been acquiesced in by 
the South because north of that line slavery could 


/ not go, from the nature of the case, so as to be for 


the interest of the people. 

But granting that the principles of the amend- 
ment could be enforced, (in case it were adopted,) 
Mr. B. presented a picture of the blighting influ- 
ences it would entail upon the South, resulting 
finally in the extermination of the entire white 
race in that section; a consequence disastrous in 
the extreme to the North and of all sections of our 
country. 

On the other hand, if this institution were allow- 
ed to take its natural course, and to spread south- 
ward and westward, by diffusion it would lose its 
strength, and in the course of a century, he prophe- 
sied, its very existence itself. It was already be- 
ginning to bh in the southern States, and white 
labor and industry were coming in to take the 
place of those of the slave. 

Advancing to the subject of the war, and pre- 
mising that it was a just war upon our part, a re- 
dress of aggressions and-wronys, Mr. B. did not 
understand that our Government was, nor would 
he have it to be, a new-modelled, Quaker sort 
of a Government, which, with hands bound, was 
to submit to all public injuries and insults, either 
because it was too good to resent them, or because 
the Government making them was too poor to 
make reparation; but he said, if that party had 
waste lands, (as it made no other indemnity,) he 
did not see why those waste lands should not be 
It might be called dismem- 


Mexico 
should be made to pay our just demands; and if 
she had no money, it was no crime to take her 
land for indemnity to our citizens and to the Gov- 
ernment for the expenses of the war she has 
brought upon us. He did not pee to designate 

ut his objections to 


distinguished Senator from his own section of the 
country a few days since. 
He noticed and repelled the charges now made 


ing on this war by claiming and defending the ter- 
ritory to the Del Norte, and referred to the Presi- 
dent's message so long ago as December, 1845, in 
which he declared that it was our boundary, as 
well as to the report of the Secretary of War of that 
date, in which he informed us he had given orders 
to the commanding general when he first went into 
that country, to occupy posts wherever he pleased 
up to the Del Norte, and to the declarations to the 


same effect, And at the same time, of our Minister 


to Texas and of our Secretary of State; and yet 
gentlemen who now made such grave charges upon 


the President were perfectly quiet and peaceable, 
and never uttered a word of protest, until after the 


war was declared by Congress to exist by the act 
of Mexico! Since which time, they had been con- 


_stantly denouncing and putting their own Govern- 


ment in the wrong in reference to it! 

As gentlemen around him were impatient, he 
would not further trespass upon their time than to 
give them some points which he should discuss if 
he ever published his speech. Among those he 
named, he should reply to Mr. G. Davis, and cor- 
rect some of his misconceptions of what the Presi- 
dent meant to say on the subject of boundary, and 
should refer to authorities—of Don Luis Onis, the 
Spanish Minister, and others—to show that Texas 
extended up to the Rio Grande, and that Spain 
always so claimed, and that up to 1836 it had never 
been disputed by any document or any person; and 
should also go generally into the history of Texas 
and her relations with the Mexican republic bear- 
ing upon this point, and tending to establish the 
same thing, &c., &c. 
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Mr. McCLELLAND signified his intention to 
yote for the Wilmot proviso, in accordance with 
what he believed to be the wishes of his constitu- 
ents; and briefly mentioned the points which he | 
should make in its support, upon constitutional 
grounds, as well as those of ere and other 


propositions he should discuss his written 
speech—(which will appear in the Appendix.) 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he would present a synop- 
sis of what he would have said were there a more 
general attendance of the committee. He said he 
desired to call the attention of the country to the 
fact that the time had arrived when the great ques- 
tion of freedom and slavery were to be passed upon 
by this body. From that issue no member could 
escape; each must show whether he be on the side 
of oppression or of freedom. 

There is now (said he) no longer doubt as to the 
objects and ulterior designs of this war. They are 
now understood through the country. That ob- 


ject (he said) is the acquisition of further slave | 


territory; it is carrying out the policy of the an- 
nexation of Texas. 


Union. 
aggrandizement, if continued, must end in the 


; He had regarded that meas- || 
ure at the time as fatal to the continuance of the || 
He stated that the policy of territorial | 


overthrow of our Government and separation of | 


the States. He did not regret that an issue so dis- 


tinct was presented. He was himself prepared to | 


meet it. 


He rejoiced to see northern men of both parties || 


uniting upon this important question. 


**No more | 


slave territory’ has become the watchword among | 


the free States. They will adhere to that doctrine. 
They will never permit Texas to extend beyond 
its actual limits, 

He desired particularly to call the attention of 
the country to the proposition just made by an 


eminent statesman in the other end of the Capitol. | 


That plan was to take possession of territory large 
enough to form twelve such States as that of Ohio. 


He proposes to hold this immense territory under || 
That will insure an emigra- | 


military occupation. 
tion into it of slaveholders with their slaves, which 
will render it slave territory. 


If we should not | 


then obtain it from Mexico, it will be prepared for | 


revolt, after the example of Texas. If we should 
obtain any portion of the territory, it will then be 


called slave territory; and we shall be told that we || 


must not interrupt the relation of master and slave, 
and therefore it must remain slave territory. He 
wished to warn the people of the free States against 
this insidious proposition. He insisted that not 
another inch of: 


yond the Nueces; nor must there ever be another 
slave State admitted to the Union. 


He repelled the idea that had been thrown out 1 


slave territory should be acquired. | 
The boundaries of Texas must never extend be- |' 
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war, and lead to an adjustment of the difficulties 


| between the two Governments. He considered the 
sub-treasury an unfortunate and an unwise meas- 
ure. It was condemned by all intelligent mer- 
chants as a measure of mischief, and ought to be re- | 
pealed. The specie clause could not be carried out. 

He said that ‘the tariff act of 1846 had not an- 
swered the expectations of its friends, and he was 
not surprised that the Secretary of the Treasury 
proposed a modification of it. 
for any change whatever, or a tax upon the free 
list, until the principles of the tariff of 1842 were 
restored. He never would abandon the doctrine 
of protection until satisfied of his error. But for 
the unexpected demand for our productions to feed 
the starving millions of Europe, the pernicious | 
effects of the tariff of 1846 would have been felt 
before this. 

Mr. HARPER then obtained the floor. He briefly | 
| gave notice of points which he should discuss 
more fully in his written speech. In it, he should 
endeavor to show that this was a presidential war; 
a war of aggression: that it was caused by the 
movement, by the order of the President, of our 
troops to the Rio Grande, into a territory which 
| was not ours, over which, notwithstanding what | 

had been said by the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. 
| Putuspury,] Texas had never exercised jurisdic- 
tion: that it was not a war for the redress of griev- 
ances; but that the failure of Mexico to make pay- 
| ment of indemnities to our citizens, was made the 
pretext for commencing the war, for the object of | 
a permanent acquisition of territory: that the con- 
duct of this war reflected no honor upon the Ad- 
ministration; but that it was a war upon our brave 
generals, who had shed lustre upon the arms of our 
country. He declared himself in favor of the Wil- 


mot proviso: it was not a question with the North; | 
they were decided that no more territory should | 
| be acquired, to be made slave territory. He main- | 


tained that the whole object of the war was the 


all time to come, might have the control of the 


Government, as had been stated inthe public papers || 


there. The orders to the American army and navy, | 


to invade and conquer a portion of Mexican terri- | 
| of the fine, and the House was then 


tory, and establish political and civil power therein; 
| the troops sent by Colonel Stevenson to California, | 
with their families, implements of agriculture, &c., | 
were evidences of the fact. 


An additional motive was, to gain or secure poli- || 


tical power, regardless of the interests of the coun- | 


try. This is clear, from the course pursued by || , MY: ) 
the Administration and its friends in and out of || itself into Committee of the Whole. 


this House, in regard to the conduct of General 


i} Taylor in the war. 


that the Whig party were in favor of prosecuting | 


the war. He said he represented the strongest 


Whig district in the Union, and that they had | 
authorized no man to pledge them to the support | 


of the war. 
He replied to the arguments as to the constitu- 


This bill (he said) was nothing more or less 
than one to give the President three millions of 
dollars as secret-service money, to be used, if the 


e would not vote || 





_Azl 


The question was put, and no quorum voted. 
The committee rose, and the Chairman reported 
that fact to the House. 
| Mr. PENDLETON moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

The question was decided by yeas and nays as 
follows: Yeas 13, nays 40. 

The House having refused to adjourn— 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a cal! of the House. 

‘The question was put, and decided in the affirm- 
| ative. 

The SPEAKER accordingly ordered the Clerk 
to call the roll. 

When the call had progressed a few minutes— 

Mr. STROHM moved that the further proceed- 
ings of the call be dispensed with. 

The question was put and negatived. 

The roll being called through, it appeared that 
fifty-eight members had answered to their names. 

The absentees were then'cailed, when it appear- 
| ed that five other members were present—making 

sixty-three in all, 

| The doors of the Hall were now closed, and the 
list of absentees were then again called for excuses; 
and Messrs. Apport,Joun Q. Apams, Bev, Cut- 
veR, Dossin, Lewis, McKay, Perrir, Stark- 
WEATHER, and Youne, were severally excused. 

During the call of the absentees several motions 
| to suspend the call and to adjourn were made and 
| rejected. 

When the absentees were called through, the 

| following order was adopted: 
Ordered, That special messengers, to be appoint- 


|| ed for that purpose, be sent for the absent mem- 
| bers, and that they be taken into -custody and 


| brought to the House. 

Mr. FARAN moved to suspend the call, and 
stated that, as a member of the Committee on Ac- 
counts, he had been called on to pass upon accounts 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms for arresting members 
during the process of calls of the House. _ It fre- 


acquisition of foreign territory, that the South, in || quency happened, that during the calls of the 


ouse the Sergeant-at-Arms arrested members and 
had them in attendanee at the doors of the Hall 
when the call was suspended, which always re- 
leased members from custody without ia peepee 
ed upon 


to pay it. 

Mr. F.’s motion was then put and agreed to, and 
| the call was suspended. 
Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved that the 
Rejected. 
Mr. COBB moved that the House again resolye 

Rejected. 

|| Mr. COBB then moved that the House adjourn. 
|| ‘The question was decided in the negative: Yeas 
| 
|| 22, nays 36. 
{| Mr. COBB moved that the House take a recess 
‘| until Monday morning next at 9 o’clock. 
| The SPEAKER decided the motion out of or- 


| House adjourn. 


President so please, to fulfil any arrangement he || 
may have made with Santa Ana, when he permit- || 
ted him to return to Mexico, and assume the com- || 


er. 
Mr. COBB proceeded to make an argument, 
mand of the Mexican army: that this was giving || Showing that it was in order for the House to take 


8 
| aid and comfort to the enemy far beyond any- || & Tecess. 


tional power of Congress to prohibit slavery from || thing in the whole Whig party to afford: that 
|| this money may, and probably will, be used to 


the territory acquired. 


Mr.SEAMA 


obtained the floor, and said that || bribe and corrupt the authorities of Mexico, both 


some of the measures of this Congress were as || civil and military, to procure a quasi peace: that 


extraordinary as important. The acquisition of || 
territory by annexation and compromise—a change || 


this was in direct conflict with the purposes of 
the party in power made heretofore, which were, to 


in our system of keeping and disbursing the pub- |, ** conquer a peace;” and not only so, but to revel 
lic moneys, and the revenue laws—a war of con- } ‘¢in the halls of the Montezumas:”’ that he would 


quest, and a national debt, are among its promi- | 


nent features. ‘These he should speak of freely 
and honestly. 

He voted for the two million bill at the last ses- 
sion, with the Wilmot proviso, and should vote 
for itnow. He was willing to go with him that 
would go farthest in placing at the disposal of the 
President the means to secure a peace with Mexi- 
co, He did not believe the bill would accomplish 
such a wished-for result; but the Wilmot proviso 
would lead him to give his vote for the bill, much 
as he disliked it. He opposed the admission of 
Texas into the Union, on the ground that it ex- 
tended the institution of slavery. He was opposed 
to any further extension of it, and thought it ought 
to be confined within its present limits. He was 
opposed to the war. It was wrong in principle, 
and unjust in itsinception. It was w for con- 
quest and to extend slavery. The President pro- 
voked it. He was in favor of withdrawing our 
troops from Mexico to the Rio Grande, or even 
across the disputed boundary if it would stop the 


j 


|| pose so profligate and disgraceful. He said we 
1 ad now a country unoccupied, of an extent suffi- 
|| cient to make several new States: that he was op- 
|| posed to the purchase of the territory sought by 
‘| the President, that is, New Mexico and Upper 
|| California—an extent of country greater than the 
| original thirteen States of the Union: that the in- 
| troduction of this territory into the Union would 
| agitate the question of slavery, which, ultimately, 
and at no very remote period, in his opinion, 
would shake this Union from its centre to its cir- 
| cumference, and terminate in the subversion of the 
| liberties of the people, and the destruction of the 
union of the States 
Mr. THOMASSON opposed the. three million 
bill, either with or without the Wilraot proviso, 
and gave his reasons why he voted for it last year. 
He then digressed into some discussion of poli- 
tical topics in general. 
Mr. PENDLETON then obtained the floor, and 
moved that the committee rise. 


not have any agency in furnishing funds for a pur- || 


|| Mr. GEORGE W. JONES again moved that 
1 the House adjourn; which motion was again re- 
| jected. 

1? Mr. SAWYER inquired of the Chair if it was 
|| in order for him to make a speech on the Wilmot 
I] proviso? 
|| ‘The CHAIR decided that no speech on any sub- 
|| ject would be in order at this time. 
|” Mr. SAWYER said that he did not think that 
‘| any gentleman would object to his making a speech, 
i as it would be a rich one. 

Another motion to adjourn was then made, and, 
| having been decided in the affirmative, 
| The House, at a very late hour, adjourned. 
| 


; 





PETITIONS, &c. 
Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred, under the rule, as follows: 


By Mr. DELANO: The petition of 45 citizens of Licking 
county, Ohio, praying an alteration in mail-route No. 2,098, 
in the State of Ohio, so as to include Perrytan post office, at 
Elizabethtown, within said route. 

By Mr. CONSTABLE: Rexolutions of the General As- 
sembly of Maryland, requesting the Senators and Represent- 
atives from that State to obtain an on for building 
a light-boat, to be stationed on the Seven-foot Knoll, in tiie 
Chesapeake Bay; for a light-house on Greenbury’s, Point ; 
and for one at Fort Cass. 

By Mr. FRIES: The petition of J. W. Carter, and 63 other 
citizens = a county, Ohio, praying the freedom of 
the public lands. 

By } Mr. CRANSTON: The memorial of Thomas Lioyd 
Halsey et al., asking indemnity for French spoliations. 


| 
} 
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By Mr. MACLAY: The memorial ofthe American Insti- 
tute of the city of New York, pmying for the establishment 


in Florida of a botanical garden for the gradual acclimation | 


of planta. 

By Mr. DARRAGH: A memorial signed by 800 citizens of 
Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, asking Congress to grant 
to actual settlers certain portions of the public lands, and 
in all cases to exempt the homestead from execution, levy, 
or sale 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts: The petition of 
37 citizens of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, praying Con- 
gress to use allits constitutional powers to bring the war with 
Mexico to a close without any further effusion of blood. 

By Mr. ATKINSON: A memorial from the city of Nor- 
folk, Virginia, asking provision by law for the erection of a 
new custom-louse in that city. 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, February 15, 1847. 
The Journal was read and approved. 


Mr. THOMAS CLAYTON presented a petition 


from citizens of Maryland, asking the adoption 
of measures for the speedy termination of the war 
with Mexico; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition from Charles 
Stearns, asking to be reimbursed for certain costs 


to which he was subjected in a certain suit against ‘ 


him by the United States; which was referred to 
the Committe on the Judiciary. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Worcester, Mas- 
rachusetts, in relation to a speedy termination of the 
war with Mexico; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. STURGEON presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania in relation to the con- 
struction ofadry dock in Philadelphia; which were 
read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial from cer- 
tain citizens of New Jersey, asking such alteration 
of the Iawa as will give coual protection to com- 
merce and manufactures; which was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a pe- 
tition from ‘Thomas P. Harrison, asking confir- 
mation to acertain tract of land; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, resolutions of the State of Louisiana, in- 
structing Senators to obtain a grant of land to each 
citizen soldier, or to the widows and orphans of 
those citizen soldiers, who bore arms in defence of 
Louisiana in the years 1814 and 1815. Also, re- 
solutions in favor of completing the marine hospi- 
tal at New Orleans, and for admitting sick and dis- 
abled soldiers discharged from the service of the 
United States; and for an annual appropriation for 
the charity hospital in said city; which were refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 

reported the bill from the House making appro 


priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of | 


Government for the year ending the 30th June, 
1848, and for other purposes, with amendments. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported House bills for the relief of James 
Green, of Fauquier county, Virginia, and for the 
relief of Wilfred Kisote, without amendment. 

Mr. CHALMERS, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported House bill for the relief of Jno. 
Pickett and others, without amendment. 

Also, from the Committee on Commerce, a bill 
making an appropriation for the removal of ob- 
structions in Savannah river. 

THE MEXICAN WAR. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said that he proposed 
to lay upon the table two resolutions respecting 
the Mexican war. It was not his purpose to inter- 
fere, by any proposition of his own, with the bill 


now before the Senate, commonly called the three | 
million bill, either by way of amendment to that | 


bill or otherwise; but he wished, at the proper time, 
to have an opportunity of addressing the Senate in 
regard to the existing war,and to say something in 
favor of the two resolutions he now presented to 
the Senate. He would therefore offer the resolu- 
tions, and ask that they may be laid on the table, 
until he should call them up. 
resolutions should be read. They were according- 
ly read. by the Secretary, as follows: ~ 

Resolved, That the war now existing with Mexi- 
co ought not to be prosecuted for the acquisition of 
territory to form new States to be added to the 
Union. 


Government of Mexico that the Government of the 


| Government of that Republic for peace, for a liberal 
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United States does not desire to dismember the | 
Republic of Mexico, and is ready to treat with the | 
adjustment of boundaries, and for just indemnities | 


due by either Government to the citizens of the 
other. 


Mr. SEVIER expressed the hope that the hon- |) 


orable Senator would call up his resolutions for | 
consideration within the present week. | 
Mr. WEBSTER. Certainly. 
The resolutions were ordered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. CORWIN, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making | 


an appropriation to defray the expenses of furnish- || 


i On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the Senate pro- 
| 


ing the State Department, by the clerks of the dis- 


trict courts, with the information required under |! 4 *" 
‘| equip four additional steamers for the use of the 
the 29th January, 1844. | 


Mr. EVANS, in pursuance of notice, obtained || 


a resolution of the House of Representatives, of 


leave to bring in a bill to authorize the Regents 
of the Smithsonian Institution to purchase from 
the Corporation of Washington the City Hall, and 
for other purposes. 
The bill had its second reading, and was referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
NAVAL PENSIONS. | 
On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the Senate 


postponed all prior orders, to proceed to the con- 


sideration of the bill reviving certain naval pen- || 


sions for five years. 
The bill was then considered as in Committee 


' of the Whole. 


Mr. CALHOUN said this bill was one of very 
great importance. He hoped some explanation 
of its provisions would be given. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD stated that the bill was not 
a very important one. Its object was merely to 
bring within the operation of the existing law a | 
few persons whose pensions had expired shortly 
after the passage of that law. There were not 
more than five or six cases, 

Mr. CALHOUN intimated the necessity for | 
great caution in passing bills which enlarged our 
pension system. Great additions to it had origi- 
nated in smal! beginnings like this. 
stood the matter, these pensions were payable out | 
of a fund raised from prize money, for the benefit 
of the widows of officers of the navy. Originally, 
it was designed that this should be confined to the 
widows of officers killed in battle. Then it was 
extended to the widows of officers generally. It 
also had been extended to the military service; and 
now, if any officer died, whether in vattle or not, 
his family was provided for. 


Mr. MILLER explained that this bill merely || 


settled the construction of the existing law, and 
arose out of some applications made to the depart- 
ment by a few whose pensions had expired about 
a month after the law went into operation. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD also explained that these | 
pensions were intended to benefit the widows of 
those who either fell in battle or died in conse- 
quence of injuries received in the service. The 
law of 1845 provided that these pensions should | 
be given for five years, and this bill extended its 
benefits to those whose pensions had expired after 
its passage. 


Mr. CALHOUN said, if it was not intended to || 


introduce new cases, he would withdraw his ob- | 


jection. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate with- 


out amendment, and was ordered to be engrossed. || 


| It was then read a third time, and passed. 


| instant. 


ert | tion in his absence. 
Resolved, That it ought to be signified to the |, 


WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, the previous orders | 
were postponed, and the joint resolution for the | 
selection of a suitable site for the erection of a mon- | 
ument to the memory of General George Wash- | 
ington was taken up; ayes 19, noes 14. 
The joint resolution was then considered as in | 
committee of the whole. 


Mr. MILLER expressed a hope that the joint | 


resolution might be acted on promptly, as the man- 
He asked that the || 


agers wished to lay the corner stone on the 22d | 
Mr. CALHOUN submitted to the Senator from | 
New Jersey that it would be regarded as discour- | 
teous to the Senator from Missouri, who was not | 
in his seat, to urge the passage of this joint resolu- | 
That Senator, it would be | 

recollected, had opposed this measure at the last 


session, and expressed his intention to produce |! highway of nations. 


3 


If he under- |! 





orward. As an act of courtesy to the Senator 


| some new facts when it should be again brought 
' 
| from Missouri, therefore, he moved to lay the joint 


resolution on the table for the present. 


The motion was agreed to; ayes 17, noes 16. 


Mr. NILES gave notice that he would call y 

| the bill to regulate postage to-morrow, as it was a 
matter of vital concern to the financial department 
_ of the Post Office. 


up in committee of the whole; but, on motion of 


|| The bill to repeal the pilot law of 1837 was taken 


ceeded to the consideration of the bill to build and 


navy of the United States. 

Mr. DAYTON requested some information as 
to the cost of these vessels, and by whom they 
had been asked for. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said, the bill contained buta 
single provision, and required no elaborate expla- 

/ nation. It rested on the recommendation of the 
President in his annual message, and on that of 
the Secretary of the oe: Mr. F. here read ex- 
tracts from the public documents. He had also 
received a letter from the Secretery of the Navy, 
and another from the Chief of the Bureau of Con- 
struction, Commodore Warrington; and on the 
authority of these recommendations, he had been 
| instructed by the Committee on Naval Affairs to 
report the bill. The necessity of at least one ves- 
sel of this description, to be attached to each of our 
squadrons, must be obvious to every one. Their 
utility as a means of communication between dif- 
ferent ports, for towing vessels in a calm, or when 
vessels were exposed to a lee shore, or for the 
transmission of information, was perfectly appa- 
rent. The war in which we were now engaged 
offered another reason. It was true, they might 
not be ready for service during the war, the termi- 
nation of which was doubtful; but as a part of our 
peace establisliment such vessels were necessary. 
Whether they were to be built for propellers, or 
not, the bill did not say; it was a subject which 
the committee did not feel themselves competent to 
decide. Experiments were going on, the result of 
which would determine the character of these ves- 
sels. Considering the disposition always mani- 
fested to put our naval establishment on a proper 
footing, and the late period of the session, he 
hoped the bill would pass without delay. 

Mr. DAVIS wished to know the expense of the 
vessels. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD. The estimate was $500,000 
each. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. Any time suggested 
when they will be finished ? 

Mr. FAIRFIELD. None. 
not yet determined on. 

Mr. DAVIS. What amount does the bill ap- 
| propriate? 5 

Mr. FAIRFIELD. One million. 

Mr. DAVIS said he had always felt inclined to 
vote for strengthening ournavy. Even if we were 
in profound peace, and the state of our finances 

rmitted, he would be in favor of these steamers, 

ooking at the extent of our commerce, which finds 
its way over the whole face of the earth, enterin 
into the markets of all the nations of the world. 
The use of steam, either for offensive operations 
or defensive purposes, was important. It had 
drawn the attention of all commercial nations, and 
most of the governments of Europe had availed 
themselves of it. We ought to keep pace with the 
times, to increase our steam navy, and take every 
means to obtain greater practical skill in the con- 
struction and armament of such vessels. Al] these 
considerations would justify this increase even In 
a state of profound peace. But in the last Euro- 
journals he saw a new motive for this meas- 
ure. He believed we had now no squadron, not 
a single ship, in the Mediterranean; and the foreign 
papers announce that in London there was now 
an office opened for the sale of letters of marque. 
| The names of three = a8 unre i 
| They were equi there for the purpose of cruis- 
| ing colon e Sete of the United States. If 
there was any valuable service in which steamers 
could be employed, it would be against such ves- 
sels striving to assail our commerce on the great 
They ought now to be ready. 


The materials are 
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He would not, at this time, go more largely into 
this subject. But he hoped the bill would be fa- 
vorably considered, without reference to the war. 


The state of our finances, it was true, admonished | posed to favor such measures as were calculated to 
us to be economical, and an appropriation of two | 
millions was a large appropriation. * But if they | 


who had the respousibility said they wanted them, | 


he was prepared to accede to their wishes. 


Mr. NILES said his friend from Maine had | 


acted very properly in bringing this bill before the 
Senate. But he (Mr. N.) did not understand this 
increase to be recommended for the purpose of car- 
rying on the war. These vessels were advocated 
on the ground of their convenience. Were we in 
a different state of things as to finances, and if the 


other expenses consequent on the war would ad- || conclusion; but this appropriation differed from 


mit, he might be disposed to favor this bill. But 
he was inclined to believe that the best way, unless 
these vessels were essentially necessary for the 
war, or for a time of peace, would be to adopt the 
course commenced last session, and encourage the 


this was preferable, as they might be employed at || be considered under two aspects. In either or both 
half the expense of construction. There was now || of these aspects, he was in favor of it. If the ap- 
a steamer, the Washington, nearly ready, which || propriation were designed to facilitate the further | 
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| might be incurred. 
| been taken by some honorable gentlemen to the || 


that the Senate would, to the best of its ability, | 
facilitate the operations of the Executive in regard | 


to this war, and especially that they would be dis- || 


bear more immediately upon the attainment of a 1] 


| speedy and honorable peace. He proposed, first, | 
|| in pursuance of the course which he had marked || 
‘| out for himself, to consider the bill as reported by ! 
| the Committee on Foreign Relations, and after- |! 


GLOBE. 


wards to make some observations in relation to the || 


propositions which had been submitted by way of | 


the appropriations formerly made by Congress for | 
this purpose, to bring the war with Mexico to a | 
| 

. . . . } 

those which went before it, inasmuch as it was in- | 
tended to meet any extraordinary expense that 
And here an exception had | 


amendment to the bill. The bill proposed to ap- || 
propriate three millions of dollars, in addition to || 


passage of the bill, because it was providing for || 
. 2 = . *_* . | 
increase of private steamers. In point of economy || extraordinary expenses. The proposition might 


would be, without question, the best steamship || prosecution of the war, so as by that means to 


afloat. She had cost $300,000, little more than half || bring it to a speedy and honorable termination, he 
which we are asked for, and better than any we || 
have These vessels would be efficient when need- | 


ed for service. The Governments of Great Britain 
and France had adopted this principle, and would 
not have continued it, had it not been found ad- 
vantageous. Their example was worthy our imi- 
tation. This bill, too, would involve an appro- 
priation of two millions, in the midst of a war, and 
while we were drawing largely on our treasury. 
They were not assumed to be necessary for the 
war, and therefore we should pause before we au- 
thorize such a large outlay. he President had, 
in his message, recommended that, no appropria- 
tions should be made, but such as Were absolutely 
necessary, and this was a proposition to enlarge 
our navy for a time of peace. We had gone on, 
ever since the commencement of the session, ma- 
king large appropriations, amounting already to 
many millions, and we were now required to swell 
the list further. We were going on, he would not 
say recklessly, but improvidently, in appropriating 
thus largely while we had a war on hand, anda 
force of forty thousand men in the field. Every 
way we were met by expenses. Appropriations 
were made almost without limit. And what single 
thing had been done to sustain the country under 
these heavy expenditures? None in the world. 
Only a single proposition had been submitted, and 
that included not more than half the amount appro- 
priated by this bill. It would be acting unwisely 
to authorize further expenses unless they are ne- 
cessary for the war. 
» Mr. CALHOUN expressed his entire concur- 
rence with these views. It was a great point to 
restrict our appropriations, and to incur no expen- 
diture which could be avoided. If war was to go 
on, he knew not how we should get through. Yet 
fromthe appropriations, day after day, it might be 
supposed that our treasury was overflowing. He 
would postpone this appropriation until after the 
war. He was opposed to it at this time. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD briefly replied, reiterating his 
former arguments. 

The bill was then reported without amendment 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed. It was 
then read a third time and passed. 


Mr. SEVIER gave notice that he should move 
the Senate to proceed to the consideration of such 
private bills as had originated in the Senate during 
the morning hour to-morrow. 

Several cries of ‘‘Agreed! agreed !’’] 
r. HUNTINGTON gave notice that he should 
move to proceed to the consideration of the naval 
appropriation bill the day after to-morrow. 


THREE MILLION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill making an appropriation of three 
millions of dollars for the purpose of bringing the 
existing war with Mexico to a conclusion, with, the 
amendments pro by the Senator from Geor- 
gia and the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. BAGBY addressed the Senate. He began 
by expressing the hope, notwithstanding the dis- 
couragement to such a hope, which arose from the 
scenes which were daily occurring around them, 
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| unholy war. 


was in favor of it; and if it were designed to bring | 
the existing war to a speedy and honorable con- || 


clusion without further prosecuting it, he was still 
more in favor of it. Whether it were rezarded as 
a war measure or a peace measure, therefore, it 
should have his support. These views embraced 
everything that the bill contained, and he confess- | 
ed that he was at a loss, therefore, to account for 
some of the objections that had been made to its | 
passage on the part of those who were opposed to 
a further prosecution of the war. 

Some gentlemen on the other side took great 
credit to themselves for voting all the supplies that | 
were asked for the purpose of prosecuting the war, | 
and at the same time, and in the same breath, | 
they declared that the war was an unjust and an | 


gentlemen could reconcile it to themselves to make | 


provision for prosecuting what they believed to be || 


an unholy and an unjust war. What kind of mo- | 
rality was it—and he asked the or not by | 
way of offence to the gentlemen, but in the mere | 


simplicity of his understanding—what kind of mo- || The only possible difference in regard to it seemed 


rality was it that would induce gentlemen to con- 


| tribute means to accomplish an object which they | 


denounced as unholy and unjust? If the war | 
were unholy and unjust, why carry iton? Was | 
there any real difference between engaging in an 
unholy and unjust war and carrying on such a 


is as bad as the thief would not be inapplicable to | 
such a case as that. He could see no difference | 
in point of morality, or of patriotismeither. There 
was another point which had struck him as most | 
extraordinary in the progress of this debate. It | 
was this: The President had been denounced here | 
for having set this war on foot, according to the | 
views of gentlemen. This was all that he had | 
been charged with. And how had this war (thus 
unrighteously begun, according to the gentlemen’s 
construction) been followed up? By victory after 
victory. By victories which, according to the | 
Senator from Ohio, had covered not only those | 
engaged in them, but the country too, with im- | 

erishable renown. Imperishable renown, then, 

ad been acquired by the prosecution of an unjust | 
and unholy war. 

Mr. CORWIN said he had no doubt that the 
honorable Senator meant to quote him correctly, 
i he had nevertheless misstated what he had 
said. 

Mr. BAGBY. I took down the Senator’s lan 
guage as nearly as I understood it. 

Mr. CORWIN. If the Senator will permit me 
I will express what I intended to say upon that 
subject. 

Mr. BAGBY. With great pleasure. 

Mr. CORWIN. It never occurred to me that 
true glory could be acquired in the prosecution of 
a war for an unjust object. What 1 meant to say 
was, that the officers and soldiers engaged in the 
war had fought well and bravely, and, as far as 
courage and skill in the operations of war were 
concerned, I had no doubt they were entitled to as 
much credit as was due to those who had acted 
nobly in the sphere in which they were engaged; 
but my own impression, I thought, was given very 


He could not for his life see how |) 





423 





clearly that this military renown that has made so 
much noise in the world in all times, and is likely 
to make some with us now, is such as no Chris- 


|| ian man can approve. 


Mr. BAGBY said: Fortunately, they were not 
confined to declarations made in the heat of debate. 
he manner in which the war had been prosecu- 
ted, and the manner in which the victories had 
been won, did not depend upon frail recollection. 
They had documents upon their table, expressing 
the admiration and gratitude of the Government of 
this country for the manner in which these battles 
had been fought, and the great moral lesson taught 
by them. There was one thing which could not 
escape the dullest apprehension. The object of 


| this debate could not be misunderstood. It was to 
| render the Administration unpopular. The object 
| had been to throw all the odium of this war upon 


the Administration, while the glory and renown 
attending it was intended to be given to others. If 
his honorable friends on the other side admitted 


, that any glory belonged to the war, they should 


not be permitted to deprive the Administration of 


| any part of that glory. 


_ The propriet¥ of passing or rejecting measures 
in relation to this subject, depended, as it appeared 


| to him, upon two points: and the determination of 


the first of these two points would determine wheth- 
er the war was an unjust and unholy war or not. 
‘To determine whether the war was an unjust war, 
it was necessary to inquire into its causes. The 


| Senator from New Jersey, if he had understood 


|| him, seemed to think that some of the causes which 


had been assigned were sufficient to justify a na- 
tion in going to war; yet all put together were not 


|| sufficient. The Senator enumerated grievance after 


| grievance, injury after injury, that we had sustain- 


ed at the hands of Mexico; some of which he con- 
sidered sufficient causes for a war, and yet he be- 
lieved at last that we were not justified in going to 
war. From the very inception of the war it had 
been his opinion, and no man, he thought, could 
come to any other rational conclusion, that the war 
was fully justified. 

A great measure which agitated the public mind 
more than any other since he had been upon the 
stage of public life—he meant the annexation of 
Texas to this country—had been to a grenter ex- 
tent than any other perhaps the cause of the wer. 


| to be whether it was a proximate or the immediate 


cause. For his own part he believed it was not 
only one but both. Gentlemen would recollect 
that they were mistaken in supposing that this 


| was a war commenced by the United States against 


, Mexico. 
war? The old and homely adage that the receiver || 


i 
| 
j 


| 


| 


} 
| 


It was a war commenced by Mexico 
against the United States. Mexico was in hostile 
attitude towards this country before our troops 
were removed from Corpus Christi. Mexico con- 
sidered the annexation of Texas to this country as 
sufficient cause for war, and she acted upon that 
supposition. If the annexation of Texas to this 
country was an unholy act, then he admitted that 
it might be said that the war was an unholy war. 
About the unconstitutionality of the war, he 
had not a word to say. There was no utility in 
discussing constitutional questions among those 
who were required to have attained the age of 
thirty years before entering these Halls, where he 
saw around him men who had been thirty years 
engaged in the business of legislation. Such men 
had not now to be informed upon points of consti- 
tutional law. They were already fully informed. 
No discussion was therefore requisite. But as re- 
garded the avoidability of the war, he thought, 
whether the war was constitutional or not, it 
might have been avoided; but when might it have 
been avoided, and how? Surely, most surely, not 
by this Administration, because the war was vir- 
tually commenced, or at least the causes of the war 
existed, before this Administration came into pow- 
er. The annexation of Texas was not the act of 
this Administration. He had himself favored the 
annexation. He had sealed his approbation of it 
in every form in which legislation was concerned, 
but the avoidability of the war depended. on the 
mode and manner in which that measure was to 
be accomplished. He had expressed his opinion 
at the time as to the mode and manner in which it 
should be accomplished, and he believed if the 
mode which he had indicated had been pursued, 
under the providence of God influencing the actions 
of men, the war could have been avoided. This 
he thought had been fully established by what had 
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since occurred. 
consequences had been such as they now saw. 
As regarded the objects for which the war had 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


Other counsels prevailed, and the || stop their military operations then, in order to de- 


been prosecuted, and the spirit in which it had been || 


poe he had only to say, that if the war had 


he should have felt himself not only at liberty to 


inquire, but he would have felt bound to inquire | 
into the objects for which it was commenced, and | 


the objects for which it was to be prosecuted. But 


being commenced by Mexico, it was not his prov- || 


ince to unveil the secrets of the prison-house—the 
secrets of the Mexican Government. He was not 
called on to determine with what view the Mexi- 
can Government commenced the war. He knew 


the reason which they assigned for it, and that was, | 


that we had dismembered their territory. But it 
was not material who began the war. 


three things had now to be done. 


One of || 
We were en- | 


gaged in it, and the consideration now was, how | 


we were to bring it to a speedy and honorable con- 
clusion? For, according to his notion, though he 
was not so deeply versed in theology as the honor- 
able Senator from Ohio, yet, according to his no- 
tion of Christianity, peace was th great and para- 
mount object of all nations. How were they to 
get out of the war? It must be remembered that 
one party could make war, but that it took two to 
make peace. They must either abandon the war 
dishonorably, or they must fight it out, or they 
must negotiate. As to prosecuting the war with 
n view to compel Mexico to yield to our terms, if 
this were done, the natural consequence would be 
that conquest would be made, and to this gentle- 
men on the other side urged formidable objections. 
They seemed to deprecate the acquiring of terri- 
tory, either by purchase or by conquest. 

Again, it was said that if the war were prose- 
outed in any manner they might choose to prose- 
cute it, they could not make a treaty that would be 
satisfactory to this nation, because of the divisions 
that exist in relation to questions of local concern; 
that one portion of the people would not consent 
to acquire territory without certain provisions be- 
mg attached, and that another poruon would not 
consent with those provisions. Were they to be 
expected to conform to notions which came to them 
from the countries of Europe? Were they to be 
guided by notions which were promulgated by 
what was called the World’s Convention, when it 
chose to prate about slavery? Were southern men 
expected to conform to notions of this kind be- 
cause they proceeded from England; while history 
told them that, in her most extensive possessious 
at this day, her subjects were treated worse than 
slaves? Were they to take their examples from 
countries where the most oppressive tyranny pre- 
vailed? He could not believe there was a man to 
be found anywhere who would contend that they 
ought to act upon such principles. If the time 
should come when this question was to be settled— 
when the principle was to be acted upon that no 
more territory was to be acquired Jest southern in- 
stitutions should exist in such territory, he would 
say, away with the Union; for, unless he could 
have the Union with the institutions which he de- 
sired, he would not have it at all. He would have 
none of it. He was in favor of a vigorous prose- 
eution of the war. He was in favor of prosecu- 
ting it with the utmost possible vigor. He was 
for making conquests of territory, however they 
might dispose of it afterwards, and of men, in 


ard upon the walls of the city of Mexico, if it were 


wen made by the Government of the United States, || necessary to go so far, in order to carry the war to 


termine whether Mexico shall have all of Texas? 
He was for prosecuting the war till Mexico cried, | 
** Hold, enough !’’ until our army planted its stand- | 


| a successful termination. 


| were ordered. 


' 

' 

i 

' 

| 

1 

| 

| 

FAIRFIELD, om ate | 

| went into executive session; and afier some time | 


[A full report of Mr. B.’s speech will appear in | 
the Ap ce 
Mr. BADGER then obtained the floor, but he 

yielded to 
Mr. FAIRFIELD, on whose motion the Senate 


spent therein, adjourned. 





IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 15, 1847. 
The Journal of Saturday having been read— 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF rose, and asked leave to || 


present certain joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of Ohio, in relauon to excluding slavery from Ore- 
gon and other Territories which may be hereafter | 
annexed to the United States. | 

The resolutions having, by consent, been read, 
were, on motion of Mr. B., laid on the table, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GROVER asked the yeas and nays; which 


Mr. HAMLIN (remarking that it was desirable 
that there should bea full House) moved that there 


be a call of the House; and asked the yeas and || 
nays on that motion; which were ordered. i| 


And the yeas and nays being taken, the vote | 


stood: Yeas 20, nays 122. 


So a call of the House was refused. 


; ; 
The question then recurred and was taken on |) 


the motion that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
the vote stood; Yeas 159, nays 6. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SAWYER moved a reconsideration of the 


vote, and asked the yeas and nays; which were | 
refused. | 
And the question being taken, the House refused | 


to reconsider the vote. 
W hereupon the House again resolved itself into 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
(Mr. Norris in the chair,) and resumed the con- | 
sideration of the bill appropriating three millions | 
of dollars to enable the President to enter upon ne- || 
cotiations for the restoration of peace with Mexico. | 


{The hour of 12 m. having been fixed, by or- 
der of the House, as the time at which the debate 
should close, there now remained only something 
over fifteen minutes for discussion. ] 


Mr. PENDLETON, who was entitled to the | 








Feb. 15, 


| Mr. DROMGOOLE sent to the Clerk’s table 


and had read an amendment, which he said he 


| would move when in order, as a substitute for the 


| bill. [This amendment will be found in its proper 
| order. | 

| ‘The question being proposed on adopting the 
| preamble of the bill— 

| Mr. WINTHROP rose to order, and inquired 
of the Chair whether, when there was a preamble 
| to a bill, the question on the preamble was not to 
be decided last in order? 

The CHAIR ruled that the sections of the bil! 
must first be passed upon. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said, that as his amend- 
ment was a substitute for the whole bill, the ques- 
| tion on its adoption must be deferred till opportu- 

nity was afforded to perfect, by amendments, the 
original bill. 
_ Mr. STEWART proposed to amend the bill by 
inserting a proviso as follows: — 

“* Provided, That the three million dollars hereby appro- 


|, priated shail not be paid untila treaty shall be ratified by 


the United States and Mexico.” 


| Mr. PRESTON KING wished to offer as an 
amendment to the bill the Wilmot: proviso; but 

_after a discussion on order, withdrew the motion, 
and gave notice that he should offer that proviso at 

| the proper time. 

After some further discussion and a great deal of 

/movement and disorder in the committee, which 

_ required the Chairman frequently to suspend all 
proceedings until order could be restored— 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the Wilmot proviso as 

/an amendment to the bill. 
_ Mr. DROMGOOLE raised a question of order, 
insisting that this motion was not in order while 
the committee were engaged on the first section of 
the bill. 

To obviate this. objection, Mr. HAMLIN modi- 
fied his umendment. 

Mr. McCLERNAND contended,.that he had 
been entitled to the floor, having’ addressed the 
Chair, and having been recognised by the Chair- 

man. , 

A long dispute arose on this question. 

The CHAIR having overruled Mr. McCuer- 
NAND’s claim to the floor 

Mr. McCLERNAND took an appeal. 

‘The CHAIR repeatedly but vainly endeavored 
to bring the committee to order; when 

Mr. McCLERNAND, to avoid difficulty, with- 
drew his appeal, and yielded the floor to 

Mr. HAMLIN, who insisted of his motiqn of 
the proviso, as follows: 

“Provided, further, That there shall be neither slavery nor 
| involuntary servitude in any territory on the continent of 

America which shall hereafter be acquired by or annexed to - 
| the United States by virtue of this appropriation, or in any 
other manner whatever, except for crimes whereof the party 


| Shall have been duly convicted: Provided, always, That any 
person escaping into such territory from whom labor or 


| 
| 
| : . m : 2 : ~ 
floor, proceeded to address the committee, not ina || S¢rvice is lawfully claimed in any one of the United Stues, 


upon the manner in which he had been excluded 
from the floor, and defending himself from any 
charge of discourtesy brought against him as 


| growing out of the proceedings of Saturday. 


Mr. P. then took his seat. 
Mr. GRAHAM moved that the committee rise, 


| with a view (he said) to submit a motion in the 


order to compel Mexico to terminate the war. || 


Another proposition for terminating the war, and 


one that came from a source that was entitled to | 
respect, was, that they should not prosecute it fur- | 


ther, but take a defensive position upon a certain 
line, and hold the country embraced by it subject 
to negotiation. It seemed to him, entertaining as 
he did the greatest horror of the calamities of war, 


that this course was highly objectionable. This | 


system would entail upon both countries the most 
intolerable of all wars—a war of rapine, of murder, 
and of secret assassinations. The last proposition 
of terminating the war, was to withdraw our army 
from Mexico. He was more opposed to this than 
he was to the plan of a defensive line. Suppose 
they did so, would it make peace? No, sir, cen- 
tlemen seemed to have overlooked the fact that if 
they backed out entirely, Mexico would occup 

the same position to 


ou that she did before. She | 


had not been struggling merely for the territory | 
1} 


lying between the Nueces and the Rio del Norte, 
but for the whole of Texas. 


House, postponing the time for closing the debate 


The committee refused to rise. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE obtained the floor. He 
said the time for debate has expired; the time for 
action has arrived. 

The CHAIRMAN. No. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then said a few words in 


| favor of the bill, and gave notice of a substitute, | 


| 


| which he intended to offer fora portion of the first 


section. 

He indicaied his intention to raise the question 
of order on the Wilmot proviso. 
be overruled, he should then attempt to show that 
that proviso contemplated the exercise of a power 
not granted by the Constitution, and that its adop- 
tion would tend to defeat the very object which 


the bill itself proposed. He designated it, (the 


previa) an arrogant assumption of power; as 


eing of a most pernicious tendency, and as cal- 


culated to produce confusion and discord in the 


Were they going to | 


Democratic party. 


The hour of twelve having arrived, the com- 
mittee proceeded to vote. 


| 
until four o’clock, p. m. 
| 
| 


It is not yet twelve. || 





If he should | 


: : |, such fugitive mz yfully i f -onvey 
speech, as he had intended, (for he said there was || give may he lawfully recieiangs, and comveyed out 


: ; . : || Of said territory to the person claiming bis or her labor or 
no time for that,) but in a few remarks, bearing 


| service.”? 


| Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to order, and insisted 

that the amendment was out of order, on the 
ground of irrelevancy. It had no natural or just 

' relation to the bill. And he called for the reading 

| of the rule of order against irrelevant and incon- 

gruous amendments. 

| The CHAIR, on examining the rule, declared 


the amendment to be in order. 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE took an appeal from this 
decision; and the question being on sustaining the 
decision of the Chair, the vote was taken by tel- 
| lers, and resulted as follows: Ayes 116, noes 83. 
| So the decision of the Chair was affirmed by the 
committee. 


Mr. DOUGLASS moved to. amend the amend- 
ment by striking out all after the word “provided,” 
and inserting— 


‘‘That there shall neither be slavery nor involuntary ser- 

vitude in any territory acquired under this act, or as the re- 
sult of the existing war with Mexico, which lies north of 36° 
and 30’ north Jatitude, commonly known as the Missourt 
compromise line, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes 
whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted: Provided, 
always, That any person escaping into such territory from 
whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any State or 
Territory of the United States, such fugitive may be lawfitlly 
reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming bis or her 
labor or services as aforesaid.” 


The question upon Mr. Doverass’s amend- 
ment was taken by tellers; and it was rejected: 
A , noes 109. ; 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to amend the amend- 
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enn by striking out allafter the word “ provided,”’ | 


and inserting— 


« That any territory which may hereafter be acquired by 
the United States from Mexico shall be disposed of accord- 
ing to the terms and conditions of the Missouri compromise 
ine of 36° and 30 north latitude, and which is hereby 
agreed to be extended in case of such acquisitions due west 
to the Pacific ocean. That is, slavery shali be prohibited i| 
north of that line, and tolerated south of it, if a majority of ||. 





the people in any new State desire and authorize it by their 
constitution.” 


This amendment was also rejected on a vote by | 


tellers: Ayes 81, noes 104. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the proviso as moved by Mr. Hamu, it was car- 
ried: Ayes 110, noes 89. 

So the proviso was agreed to. 


Mr. STEWART now called wp his amend- 
ment; which was read, and, the vote being taken 
by tellers, it was negatived by a majority of one: 
Ayes 89, noes 90. 

‘Many voices demanded a new count; but 

The CHAIR pronounced the amendment to b | 
rejected. - | 

Mr. WINTHROP, desiring to give the com- 
mittee another opportunity to expréss its mind on 
the substance of this amendment, moved it again, 
though in a somewhat different form, viz: to in- 
sert after ** ratified by Mexico,’’ the words ‘* and 
the United States.” 

Mr. GORDON and Mr. TIBBATTS spoke on 
the question of order, maintaining this to be the. 
same amendment which had just been rejected. | 

But the CHAIR decided that, though its effect | 
might be the same, its shape was different, and | 





presented a different question. 
The vote was taken by tellers, and was reported | 
to be: Ayes 86, noes 94. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The question now recurred on Mr. DroMGoo.e’s | 
substitute for the whole bill, as follows: | 


Strike out all after the word “ that,” in the second line, | 
and insert: A sum of money not exceeding three millions | 
of dollars, be and the same is hereby appropriated, for the | 
purpose of defraying any extraordinary expenses which may | 
be incurred in order to bring the existing war with Mexico | 
to a speedy and honorable conciusion, to be paid out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, and to be | 
applied under the direction of the President of the United 
States, who shall cause an account of the expenditure | 
uiereof to be laid before Congress as soon as may be.”’ 

' 
' 
{ 
| 
| 


Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend it by append- | 
ing the words of the Wilmot proviso. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE made opposition to this on 
a point of order. 

Mr. ASHMUN asked him whether he would | 
not accept the proviso as a modification ? 

Mr. DROMGOOLE strongly objeeted: he would | 
do no such thing. | 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS proposed amending | 
the original bill so as to disclaim all right in Con- | 
gress to act on the question of either admitting or | 
excluding slavery in the Territories. 

But the CHAIR ruled it to be out of order, there || 
being already a question before the House on the | 
amendment of Mr. Asumun to the amendment of | 
Mr. Dromecoote. 

The question was taken by tellers, and resulted 
as follows: Ayes 105, noes 77. | 

So the pavee was appended to Mr. Drom- | 
GOoLE’s substitute. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he was aware that, as | 
the committee had taken action on his amendment, 
he had not the right to withdraw it; but-he respect- | 
fully asked leave of the committee to withdraw his | 
(now) deformed amendment. | 

Mr. WINTHROP and Mr. SCHENCK spoke | 
to order; when 

The CHAIR decided that, although the gentle- | 
man from Virginia could not, as of right, withdraw | 
his amendment after it had been acted on by the | 
committee, yet it was in the power of the commit- | 
tee to permit him to do so. 

_Mr. WINTHROP took an appeal from this de- 
cision, and called for the reading of the rule of order; 
a was read. 

e question bei ut upon the appeal, there 
ee but 48 votes fon sustaining the donning of the | 
air, 

So Mr. Wivrurop’s appeal was sustained, and | 
the decision of the Chair reversed. 

Mr. BARRINGER said that, as the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia had once been 
amended the vote taken, he presumed it would 
rey be in order to amend it further by adding as | 
OlOWS: 
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‘* And provided further, in the opinion of this House, no - 
territory ought to be acquired by virtue of this appropriation 
by the United States west of the Rio Grande.” 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

_Mr. BIGGS proposed to add an additional pro- 
viso, as follows: 

** Provided, The prohibition herein declared shall not ex- 


tend to any territory south of 36 deg. 30 min. of north lati- 
tude.”? 


But the CHAIR ruled it to be out of order. 

Mr. BIGGS remonstrated. 

Mr. RATHBUN said that, as the proviso already 
adopted prohibited the introduction of slavery in 
any part of the new territory, the amendment now 
moved, which proposed to admit it south of 36° 
30’, was inconsistent with it, and therefore could 
not be in order. 

The CHAIR ruled that it could not undertake 
to decide on its consistency; and, on reflection, de- 
clared Mr. Biaas’s anmendment to be in order. 

The vote was thereupon taken on its adoption, 
when it was rejected, without a count. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise, and 
report the bill as amended, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass; but withdrew the motion until 
the vote should be taken on the preamble. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to strike out the pre- | 


amble; the motion was rejected. 


The committee then rose and reported the bill, 


as amended. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved the previous 
question, which was seconded; and the main ques- 
tion was ordered. 


The main question was first on agreeing to the | 
|} amendment (the Wilmot proviso) reported by the 


Committee of the Whole. 
The question was decided by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincey Adams, Anderson, | 


Arnold, Ashmun, Benton, Blanchard. Brinkerhoff, Buft- 
fington, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, 
Catheart, Collamer, Collin, Cranston, Culver, Cummins, 
Darragh, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dunlap, Ed- 
sall, Ellsworth, John H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Foster, Fries, 
Garvin, Giddings, Goodyear, Gordon, Grinnell, Grover, Hale, 
Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Henley, Henry, Hoge, Elias B. 
Holmes, Hough, J. W. Houston, Samuel D, Hubbard, Hud- 


son, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph | 


R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Jolinson, Kennedy, Daniel 


P. King, Pre-ton King, Lawrence, Levin, Lewis, Maclay, | 


McClelland, MeCrate, Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, 
Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, Nor- 
ris, Perrili, Pettit, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ripley, Ritter, 


Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Russell, | 


Sawtelle, Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman 


Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stark- | 


weather, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Benj. Thompson, James 
Thompson, Thurman, Tilden, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, 
Woodruff, Woodworth, Wright, and Yost—1L15. 
NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, 


Bayly, Bedinger, Bel), Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, | 


Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrongh, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, J. G. Chapman, Augustus 
A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, 
Cobb, Cocke, Constable, Cottrell, Crozier, Cullom, Cun- 


ningham, Daniel, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Dobbin, Dockery, | 


Douglass, Dromgoole, Ellett, Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, 
Ficklin, Gentry, Graham, Grider, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, George S. Houston, Ed- 


mund W. Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph John- || 


son, Andrew Johnson, G. W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kauf- 
man, Thomas Butler King, Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Long, 
Lumpkin, McClean, McClernand, MeDaniel, James Me- 
Dowell, McHenry, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Mar- 
tin, Morris, Morse, Newton, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Pendle- 
ton, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, 


Sawyer, Seddon, A. D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, | 


Stanton, Stephens, St. John, Strong, Thihodaux, Thomas- 


son, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Toombs, Towns, Tredway, || 


Trumbo, Wick, Woodward, and Young—106. 


So the amendmentof the Committee of the Whole 
was concurred in by the House. 


Mr. R. SMITH asked leave to record his vote, | 


and desired to say that he had stepped into the 


Senate for a moment, to transact some business || 


for an absent colleague, not presuming the vote 
would be taken until he returned; his name was, 
however, called before he got within the bar of the 
House. He would have voted against the Wil- 
mot proviso. eee 

The House refused to permit Mr. S. to vote. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to lay the bill on the 
table; which motion was decided by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Biggs, James A. Black Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Milton Brown, William G. 
pene: Bu Ja So Gains Carte, Coser aces 
Constable, Cottrell, Crozier, Cullom, Daniel, Dargan, Garea 
ae ee ce Aantan teed Ellett, te 

. Ewing, n , Graham, 
manson, Henry, Hilliard, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, 
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John W. Houston, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, 
Hutter, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geo. W. Jones, 
Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Thomas Butler King, Leake, La 
Sere, Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, MeClernand, McDaniel, Jas. 
McDowell, McHenry, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley 
Martin, Morse, Newton, Partish, Payne, Pendleton, Perry, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Reife, Rhett, Roberts, Seddon, Alex- 
ander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Robert Smith, 
Stanton, Stephens, Thibodaux, Thomasson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Tibbatts, Toombs, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, Wood- 
ward, and Young—9s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Andersen, 
Arnold, Benton, Jas. Black, Blanchard, Brinkerhotf, Brod- 
head, Buttington, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, 
Carroll, Catheart, Collamer, Collin, Cranston, Cummins, 
Cunningham, Darragh, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, 
Dunlap, Edsall, Elisworth, Erdman, John H. Ewing, Faran, 
Foot, Foster, Fries, Giddings, Goodyear, Gordon, Grinnell, 
Grover, Hate, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hastings, Henley, 
Elias B. Holmes, Hough, Samuel D, Hubbard, Hudson, Hun- 
gerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. fnger- 
soll, J. R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Kennedy, 
Daniel P. King, Preston King, Lawrence, Leffler, Levin, 
Lewis, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, McCrate, Joseph J. 
McDowell, McGaughey, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Morris, 
Moseley, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Perrill, Pettit, Pol- 
lock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ripley, Ritter, Jujius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, 
Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Stewart, St. 
John, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, Benjamin Thompson, James 
Thompson, Thurmah, Tilden, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, White, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, 
Wood, Wooodruff, Woodworth, Wright, and Yest-—128. 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 
The question recurred on the engrossment of the 
| bill; and, being put, it was decided in the affirma- 
live. 
The bill being engrossed, was accordingly read 
a third time. 
The question now recurred on its passage. 
| Mr. RATHBUN moved the previous question; 
| which was seconded. And the main question was 
ordered, viz: Shall the bill pass ? 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF demanded the yeas and - 


nays; which were ordered, and taken, as follows: 


YEAS -Messrs. Abbott, John Quincey Adama, Anderson, 
Arnoid, Asiituun, Benton, James Black, Blartehard, Brinker- 
hott”, Brodhead, Buffington, Wittiam W. Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, Carroll, Cathcart, Collamer, Collin, Culver, Ctm- 
mins, Cunningham, Darragh, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, 
Dixen, Danlap, Edsali, Elisworth, Erdman, Jotm H. Ewing, 
Faran, Poot, Pries, Garvin, Giddings, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Grinnell, Grover, H4@le, Heanlin, Hanipton, Hastings, Hen. 
ley, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, Samuel D. Hubbard, Uudson, 
Hungerford, Washingten Hunt, James Bennet, Charies J. 
Ingersoll, Joveph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H, Johnson, 
Kermmedy, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Lawrence, Leffler, 

| Levin, Lewis, Maclay, MeClean, MeOletland, MeCrate, Jo- 
seph J. McDowell, McltVaine, Marsh, Miller, Morris, Mose - 
ley, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Perrill, Pettit, Potiork, 
Ranisey, Rathbun Ripley, Ritter, Julius Boekwell, John A. 
tockwell, dot, Runk, Rudeell, Siwtelle, Setimmon, Sea- 
man, Seveyanee, Albert Smith, Thomas Srivteh, Caleb B. 
Smith, Sterkweather, Stewart, St. $ohn, Stroh. Strooz, 
| Svkes, Benjamin Thompson, James pre Hon, Thufman, 
|| Wentworth, Wheaton, Wlite, Wek, inne, Witmot, 
Winthrop, Waeod, Woothyorth, Wright, and Yout—115. 
NAYS—\essra. Stephen Adame, Athiason, tiger, 
| Bayly, Bedinger, Bell; Biegs, James A. Black, Bowdon, Bew- 
lin, Bayd, Brockenhrough, Milton Brown, Wm. G. Brawn, 
|) Burts Johu G. Chapman, Augustas-A, Chapman, Beuben 
|| Chapman, Chaise, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Coeke, Consta- 


|| ble, Cotteell, Cranston, Cronier, Crilom, Daniel, Dargrn, 
Garrett Davis, Dobbin, Doekery, Dromagvoic, Etlett, Eiwin 
|| H. Ewing, Fieklin, Gantry, Graham, Grider, Haralson, Har- 
mahgon, Harper, Henry, Hithard, it e, [sane B. Hobnes 
(| Hopkins, John W. Houston, George 5. Heston. Edmund 
|| W.-Hubard, Hunter, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johason, G. 
|| W. fones, Seaborn Jones, Katfinan, Thomas Butler King, 
|| Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, MeClemnand, Me- 
|| Digiel, Jaman MeDowell, MeGuaghey, Melenty, MeKny, 
John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morse, Newton, Parrish, 
Payne, Pendleton, Peery, Phetps, Pillebory, Reid, Reife, 
| Rhett, Roberts, Sawyer, Sthenck, Settden, Alexander D. 
|| Sims, Leonar@ 4. Sims, regres Truman Smith, Robert 
|| Stith, Stanton, Stephens, Thibodaux, Thomasson, Jacob 
|| Thompson, Tibbatis, Toombs, ‘Toayns, ‘Tredway, ‘Truiibo, 
| Vance, Vinton, Woedrufl, Woodward, and Young—105. 
So the bill was passed. 
Mr. HAMLIN moved to reconsider the vote on 
|| the passage of the bill, and then moved to lay the 
|| motion to reconsider on the table. The question 
'|.being put, was decided in the affirmative 
| So the bill stands passed. 


ANOTHER QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 
| Mr. BROCKENBROUGH, of Florida, rose to 
| a question of privilege, and commenced speaking, 
|, when— . 

Mr. RATHBUN rose to order, but yielded, and 
Mr. B. proceeded, indicating his intention to move 
a resolution on the subject of a h in the 
report of a speech (of Mr. Westcott) in the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL inquired whether the 
resolution did not refer to a proceeding in the Sen- 
ate? 

Mr. RATHBUN renewed his objection to Mr. 
Brockensroven’s proceeding. 
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Mr. BROCKENBROUGH asked whether it | 








t such charges from such a quarter, he would not || purposely the greatest unfairness and partiality. as t 
was posible that a resolution directly touching the || meet with a very favorable reception. and he must therefore protest for the future againg, wou 
rivileges of the House of Representatives was to | A charge like this went upon the wings of the || the reports of that paper being read or referred to whi 
“ pronounced out of order, and whether he was || wind. The eyes of all nations were turned upon || as authority against him. pot! 
to be precluded from explaining the purpose and || us to learn results of the experiment of a freeGov- |} Mr. FRIES, by leave, presented a similar rego. vist 
naiure of the resoluuion? | ernment; and when they witnessed a charge so | lution from the Legislature of the State of Ohio as and 
The CHAIR ruled that Mr. Brockensroven || grave as this, proceeding from an elevated and in- || that presented by Mr. Brinkeruorr at the former tion 
must first send up his resolution to be read before || fluential station, in presence of the Legislature and || part of the day. Laid on the table. as 
he could make a speech upon it. | the nation—in the youth and early bud of the Gov- |. Mr. DOUGLASS moved that the House resol ye wh 
He then sent it up to the Clerk’s table, and it || ernment—that it was already so filled with fecu- li itself into Committee of the Whole on the Special fine 
was read as follows: lent corruption that, did the people but know the |; order. kn 
Whereas it is understeod by the House of Representatives || facts; they would rise in their majesty and hurl |) Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT moved to posi. nol 
~— cone fae ae = gegen | the whole Government, President and all, into the || pone the special order, for the purpose of takino ant 
ye : Unite : en Senate, a Se : vd ee re « : : : g 
from the State of Florida used the following language, to | Potomac, it was certainly a case which called—for | up in committee the bill for the relief of Ireland. me 
wit: the notice of a co-ordinate branch of Government. || Mr. Hunt’s motion to postpone was disagreed W 
“7 warn “ neem of eee country, the ee - He asked for the infliction of no punishment—for || to. vel 
this country, that they do not know one-twenticth part o " : ° . a eet iY 1} - Bi 
te corruption, the feculent, reeking corruption in this re- | oe adoption of no ee ners a TERRITORIAL BILLS. wi 
spect in this Government for years past. I tell the people of 1a — in any way disrespectiul to the set «|| ‘The House then resolved itself into Committee th 
this country that the Government and institutions of this | but simply an inquiry as to the specific charges || : . a co 
cot have been and will be used hi lund ? . || of the Whole (Mr. Revsen Cuapman in the chair) 
intry have been and will be used asa machine to plunder | preferred by the Representative of one of the States || | oD eae ae . ki 
them for office beggars, and to perpetuate the possession of || oF this Confederac Rumor often formed a valid |! on the special order, viz. bills relating to Terri- i 
political power. I solemnly believe, if the people of the Uni- || — oe paey .-Y : R || tories. - 
tc dStates knew the manner in which their Government was ground for instituting official proceedings; and the || _ The first bill taken up was the bill to admit the it 
conducted, :f they could be all assembled at the city of Wash- || difficulty of action in regard to words spoken in . > AKT: -F . ra 
nate. they wealé be excited to kick ue « revelation in ||; || Territory of Wisconsin into the Union as a State 
ington, they wou exci ick uy : 1 | another branch of the Legislature was much less | Mr. W. W {PBEL . Pts it al 
twenty-four hours, which would tumble the President, heads || than formeriy.eince. there were reporters. recoe- || vir. ° - CAMPBELL said he perceived in } 
of deparumente, both Houses of Congress, Democrats and Retiy, since % oy 8” || this bill a reference made to a constitution adopted 7 
Whigs, heels over head into the Potomac, and I believe they || nised as under obligation to give true reports of | by the people of lowa for their government as th 
would act right in so doing :” what took place in debate. He thought that the || ¢ r ae . a th 
dit Geitenans' henah on he wert of this Route way eeem ; | State. Had that constitution ever been laid before 

j silent acquiescence of the House under charges so || j,i, Fy > d : re 
an acquiescence in the truth of the remark, and an indispo- || 4; | seful as these would not be creditable to the || this House? He had never seen it. f 
wit = indifference — — — evilon the part || bole. = at OS Wes ou creds © to tne (| Mr. DOUGLASS stated that it had been com- i 
of the Re presentatives of the people ; and whereas “no mem- } J ° | m nicate i essave fi aR ae 
ber of either House can be questioned in any other place for Mr. B. here read from Jefferon’s Manual on the | ib P f the Wi § gery 2 Fic ogndaae e 
any speech or debate 3”? and this House, from the vagueness question of order. || ed by order of the Fiouse, and laid on the tadles of b 
and Wantof specification in the charge, possesses n0 means ia een in Biennale oii a a Oe members. It had been examined carefully by the 
Seat ethan tie hematin eadinty cadktnn nee. re as y acopang i lese res || were unanimous in reporting the present bill. 
ceseary, as well from the boundless generality and the exces- || olutions, and acting in conformity with them? If | Mr. CAMPBELL wished'that i izghtb t 
sive, dangerous, and degrading character of the corruption || iis charge came from the press of the country, or || 5 ss wished"that it might be read; 7 
charged, a8 from the high position, and lofty place whence |) 7 - ‘ R hecs ahead d dicni : | but the committee refused leave. | 
the charge emanates, being made without formal contradic- |} from any source OF tess € evation an ignity than 1 Mr. DROMGOOLE protested against the action 
tien in the presence of all the States of the American Union, ||} one who represented a sovereign State, it might be |! of Concress i . tituti dopted t 
Be. van te Powers of the world by their representatives: || beneath the dignity of the House to notice it. But || os tou eeeaie pe oe a Ay ¥; wees aoe wlan 

e it, Uneretore, : . 2 ane amen 1% . P 

Resolved hy the House of Representatives of the People of this was a diferent vee ak !) thon. Tt was for the people themselves to judge 
the United Stutes of Americu, That a committee of oue || At all events, Mr. B., in bringing forward the || 1) ¢ther their own constitution was “ republican” 
member from each State shall be appointed, whose duty it || resolutions, had done his duty, in conformity with |! So tas t 
stall be to wait upon the Senate of the United States at the || the relations he sustained to the people of Florida || or not. Of the present constitution of Towa he ( 
firet convenient moment, when in open session, and deliver Mr. DOUGLASS aah * tion, | Would say, that it was republican in its character, 
to the President of the Senate, for the consideration of that | hi h 4 oe es = = ca ‘| and was prepared to prove what he said. . 
ody this preamble and these res i -quest the ch was seconde u nd carried; 
bo y this pr ambit - ! the € resolutions, and to request the | which was | : » pul, and carried; an ¢ || After some further remarks from Mr. DOUG- 
Senate niost respectfully to take such measures asmayseem | question being on the appeal of Mr. Brocken- || > oo f 
best adapted to procure, as speedily as possible, the most . 1 : , . > i] LASS, and an objection from Mr. CALEB B. 

; pe ee ) > BROUGH from the ruling of the Chair, the decision || . 
accurate attatnable specification of persons, times, places, |! fthe S k 3 ffi d ith i} SMITH to the reception of what was not yet a 1 
and circumstances, intended to be included in the charge in || Of the Speaker was affirmed without a count. || State, but merely a Territory in a state of transi- 
the preamble mentioned, so far as the same relates to the So the resolutions moved by Mr. Brocken-: || ;. : . : ee . 

Se tae a een : . os ‘| tion from its chrysaloid condition; an explanation 
House of Representatives; and further to request most re- || prougu were decided not to be of a privileged || Mr. MARTIN d sainder £ M | 
spectiulls that the Senate will be pleased to communicate the |! character, and the offering of them was therefore | cogn =. N, and a rejoinder from Mr. 
resuli of their proceedings upon that subject tothis House at ° d 1 Cc. B. SMITH— | 
the earliest convenient time, in such manner as the Senate || OUt of order. . : (| The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
may deem most proper, to the end that such proceedings Mr. DOUGLASS said that, as one question of || House 
be Inid before the Ainerican people for theirinformation and EO os . a. - : i , 
action, and that this House may adopt such measures as its || P! ivilege had been disposed of, it might not be an || The bill to create an additional land office in the 


own honor and the interests of the people it represents may | 


require 
Be it further resolved, That the committee have leave to 
pertorm its duties during the session of the House. 


Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL objected to Mr. Brocx- 
ENBROUGH’s proceeding, as wholly out of order. 

The SPEAKER said, that in the deliberate 
opinion of the Chair, the resolutions were not of 
that kind of privilege of which the House could 
take cognizance, 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH said that he con- 
sidered it his duty to present the question in such 
a form as should make it manifest that he had not 
silently and tamely acquiesced in a charge like this, 
coming from an individual who represented the 
State from which he came. He occupied, in this 
respect, a peculiar position. None was more re- 


Juctant than he to interrupt the business of the | 


House, but he could not sit still under the charge 
that the corruption of the present Administration 
was so great that the people of Florida, if the 
heard and saw what was done here, would think 
it a worthy cause of creating a civil and political 
revolution. 

Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, rose to order. 
The gentleman was making, it seemed, a general 


speech on the merits of a certain charge brought | 


not in this House, but in another body. 

The CHAIR ruled that Mr. Brockensroven 
must confine his remarks to the resolutions he had 
offered. 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH resumed, and again 


| tion of a privileged character. 


inappropriate time to settle forever another ques- 
He would there- 


| fore now present the report of the Select Commit- 


tee appointed on a certain report which had ap- 


| peared in the Union touching the proceedings of 


the House in relation to his colleague [Mr. Went- || 
As a majority of the |) 


WORTH] some days since. 


| committee were of opinion that nothing could be 


decided on without an examination of the members 


who had been present in the House on the occa- || 


sion referred to, and as the summoning and exam- 


| ination of these witnesses would be more than suf- 
| ficient to occupy the residue of the present session, 


when the further _—— of this Congress 
would cease, he had been directed by the commit- 
tee to ask that they be discharged from the further 


| consideration of the subject referred to them. 


The following is the report of the committee: 
The select committee appointed to examine into the “Union” 


report of the proceedings of the House, on Saturday, the || 


6th instant, have directed the tollowing report: 

That all the members of the committee assembled, and 
proceeded to consuit upon the mode of conducting the inves- 
tigation ; that a majority of the committee are of the opinion 
that most of the members and persons present in the Hall at 
the time would necessarily be required to be examined on 
oath; and that their testimony, including questions and an- 
swer~, should be taken down in full. 

Your committee are unanimously of the opinion, that if 
this course should be adopted, the entire balance of the ses- 


sion would not afford sufficient time to examine one-half of || could not ve 


the wimesses ; and, for this want of time, the committee 
have directed me to ask to be discharged from the further 


| consideration of the subject. 





| 
|| provement and social prosperity. 
| { 
{| 


Territory of Wisconsin was then taken up and 
read. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to add the following pro- 
viso at the end ofthe section: 

‘* Provided, That no public lands shall be sold 
under the provisions of this act except to actual 
settlers.” 


In supporting this motion, Mr. S. dwelt on the 
evil effects on any part of the country, occasioned 
by having its lands in the hands of speculators— 
the retardation of their settlement, the want of 
roads, the want of schools, and the increase in the 
price of land. The adoption of such a proviso 
would bring the lands into market, and cause them 
to be sold, and would also relieve the district of 
country from extra taxation, and soon intersect it 
| with railroads, canals, and other marks of im- 





The President had recommended a graduation 
| in the price of the public lands. Why did Demo- 
cratic gentlemen from Pennsylvania and New 
| York oppose it? From the fear that the white 
| slaves in their factories and their mines might be 
| induced to leave them, and get comfortable homes 
| and independence in the new States? 

| Mr. WOOD, of New York, here interposed to 
| say, that as New York had no coal mines, she 
well employ white slaves in them. 
| Mr. SAWYER asked if she had no factories. 
| Ele did not, to be sure, reside in the Territory of 
| 


; . Wisconsin; but he felt very sure that the people 
+! stated that the circumstances of this case rendered | _ The motion was agreed to, and the committee || who did would thank him for the movement he had 
‘a i, it incumbent on him to move in regard to it, and | discharged accordingly. this day made. He was utterly hostile to land 
PBS to endeavor that the House should take such steps Mr. DOUGLASS said he would refer to one || speculators, and considered them as the greatest 
ri Me as might comport with its own dignity, by in- | other question of privilege, and then he would be || curse with which a new country could be afflicted. 
Bt) @ quiring into the specific charges which had ‘been || done, as he hoped, from henceforth. Mr. 8. then went on to say, that he had been 
oi Ss preferred as well against its own integrity as that | __ In the Union’s report of the speech made by Mr. || very anxious for an opportunity to say a few 
Poo of the Administration. Should he return home, | Dovexass, in behalf of his resolution to expel the || things on the bill which the House had had under 
Er i after sitting quietly here and submitting to hear || reporters of that paper, there had been manifested |! consideration to-day, (the three-million bill.) And 
* 
ve A 














1847. 


over it. Did they want the Whigs to reénact the 
tariff of 1842? 


very road to it. 








f they did, they were taking the | 


Gentlemen said that in this movement they were | 


opposing slavery. They were for refusing to the | 


slave States an opportunity of sending their sur- 


plus slave population into the new territories we | 


might conquer. 


And what would be the effect of | 


ministration. 
true light before the people. 
washed his hands of it, both by votes and speeches. 
After Mr. 8. had concluded— 
The committee rose and reported the bill to ad- 


He wanted the measure put in its | 
For his own part, he || 
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mit the Territory of Wisconsin into the Union as |. 


a State to the House without amendment, 


progress on the bill to create an additional lan 


and | 
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ee of an additional number of general 
officers and for other purposes; which was rexd a 
first time. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Committee on 


| Military Affairs, were then discharged from the 


consideration of all the other parts of the Presi- 
dent’s message, and they were referred to the 


d || Committee on Finance. 
| 





ity: as they were now in Committee of the Whole, he || back, and tried to repeal what were called the black | Provided, That said State shall first assent to the acceptance 
inst would take the usual liberty, and would say now || laws. They were all exceedingly anxious to do | Of ihis grant, on the terms aforesaid, by an act of the Le- 
to what he had intended to say before. He voted || justice to the black man, and they talked loudly | ™ Oe tees : 
hoth against the bill and against the Wilmot pro- || about all men being free and equal. Well, and what || Mr. DOUGLASS moved the previous question, 
'80- yiso, not that he was —e to making men free || did his colleague over there [Mr. Grppines] want — was seconded, and the main question was 
) as and keeping them free, but because this proposi- || with these free negroes, if he could have got them oh ered to be ate Will the House agree to 
ner tion came from a quarter which he did not consider || into the State? The first move would have been to the amendment : and, on a division, it appeared 
gs friendly to this Administration. Gentlemen || let them enter the schools and academies along | meg Seay voted. 
Ive who proposed amendments here, and who had | with the white children; and from that stepping- ereupon the House adjourned. 
“ial fnally fixed the Wilmot proviso upon the bill, || stone the next stride would have been to alter the 
-new perfectly well that the provisions of it could || State constitution and give them power to vote. saree mete 
knew Pp : : IN SENATE 
Ist. not be enforced. The country was now at war, | Now, Mr. S. was opposed to enslaving man- . oe et ee 
ing and the Administration was asking a supply of || kind; but of the two evils he preferred the least; if | Tvurspay, February 16, 1847. 
; money to endeavor to make peace. Would this || he must either take this surplus black population The Journal was read and gpproved. 
ed Wilmot proviso at all effect it? Gentlemen knew | into the bosom of his own State, or let the South Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial from 
very well that it could be repealed at any time that || have territory on which to send them, he chose the | «he Levislature of the State of Missouri asking the 
was deemed necessary. But if this were not so, || latter. He would consent to almost anything to adoption of éoens unmet tee enabling she duran 
hey knew full well that the amendment never || keep them out of the bounds of the free States, for . . ‘ oa . 
ve they = heey gua ers of slaves to prevent the same from escaping 
-\ could pass the Senate; and if it did, the treaty-ma- || they were the most degraded of the human race. | jnto Canada aoe for their recovery when there; x 
ir) king power would not recognise it. But if they | It was impossible ever to - them on an equality || which was referred to the Committee on Foreign F: 
- should, and insert this as a condition in the treaty, || with the whites, and the white people of Ohio want- | pejations ; ae 
it would still require two-thirds of the Senate to || ed none of these negroes among them. | Also, a petition from Johnson Lykins, asking ah $2 
ir ratify the treaty 1n every article of it. And did the |} A proposition had been introduced here to de- | compensation for attending certain Si aes their ia 
‘a authors of this proviso expect to get two-thirds of || clare that these new territories should be either physician; which was velerred to the Commitiee ws 
4 the Senate in its favor? They expected no such || slave territories or free, as the people should || 6, Indian Affairs ei 
, thing. They knew it could not be done. Why, || choose, but it was voted down. These gentlemen Mr. CORWIN presented joint resolutions of the 
, a then, has it been brought into the House? The || were not willing to trust the people: they must un- | 7 evislature of Ohio. stating that they have full con- uF 
4 real object was plain enough. It was brought in || dertake to dictate. Mr. S. would dictate to nobody. | fidence in the bravery and skit of Major Generals ot 
-. forthe purpose of defeating the bill—of stopping || He had been opposed to the proviso introduced || geott and Taylor; which were laid on the table. 
. the war, of embarrassing the Administration, and || into the Oregon bill, proposing to restrict slavery Also, joint resolutions from the same, in favor of lee 
oe especially of embarrassing certain Democrats here || in that territory: because the whole territory lay | the increase of pay of those volunteers who have 
, by making them show their hands. , || too far north to need any such compromise line. served in Mexico: which were read and laid on the ek 
- As for himself, he was ready to show his hand || Mr. 8. said he had been opposed to this bill, || tate . xed 
, at any time. He had nothing to hide. Well, || proviso or no proviso. When the bill of a like Mr. ALLEN presented joint resolutions of the a 
d: these Democratic gentlemen had shown their hands. | character had first been introduced, the question || [ecislature of Ohio, in relation to the exclusion of i ‘Ze 
: They had voted the proviso, and some of those || had been presented under very different circum- | glavery from Orevor : iinaie oN 4 
; , : é : aa gon, or in territories that may be : 
who had done so had since said to him that it was |} stances. e had voted to give the Administration || },4,. Q, eee sailed : Z 
on 5 ereafier annexed; which were laid on the table and Pte 
od the bitterest pill they had ever swallowed. And || all the men and money they had asked. What | ordered to be piinted + 
the only political effect of the measure would be || did they want with these three millions of dollars ? . iti ; we Fey 
.. sae Whi toubhs ot the | 'T cae pte kad Alaaite bince OF Mr. CAMERON presented a petition from citi s 
re yo enante i to on ca Proaiite tial el = . : Pivillions cf doll . ae a aoe Pe hha d zens of Chester county, Pennsylvania, in favor o- a 
"9 enn ere ee a eee tees ee ronars in the shape Of 8 Zand || a speedy termination of the present war; which was oie 
tion. The proviso was now dividing the Demo- || bounty to our soldiers to fight the war out, and he || pore, ‘, Seg eee Ss 
1e 5 5 referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. ws 
; cratic party. The result would probably be to cut || wanted that the war should be fought out to the Also, a petition from citizens of Schuylkill coun- a 
’ itup into fragments, and possibly to conquer it. || end. Let us have no more negotiations. We had ty, Pennsylvania, asking the adoption of some ee 
:. What would follow? Everybody knew—these || offered Mexico quite enough. Give her three mil- | jyéasures i prevemting the introduction of foreign an 
gentlemen knew perfectly well, that the first mo- |} lions to negotiate? He would conduct this nego- Sd - me Tr a 
3. £ new pertcony ’ |; #On: 3 paupers and criminals; which was referred to the Peet 
' ment the Whigs came into power they would repeal || tiation as old Andrew Jackson wanted to, at the || Comittee on Foreign Relations ‘a3 
the tariff of “46. ‘That glorious boon to all the || cannon’s mouth. |. Alisa.» motitzen: fees: Qiu tl ae 
i- 2 . ; so, a petition from citizens of the same coun- e 
western States would at once be wrested out of || Why did the Democratic gentlemen want a bill | ty pe dietributi \ Fars ‘ 
n : He. mi : : y, remonstrating against a distribution of the pub- Y ie 
’ their hands. And Mr. S. would call on the farm- || like this? He admitted, as a general rule, that it | |). Jands to the States in whith they lie: which was a a 
F ers of Ohio'to mark well the course of certain pro- || was the safer plan to vote the recommendations of || referred to the Committee on Public Lands ; wo 
: fessed Democrats in regard to this measure. e | a Democratic Executive. None could ever get us Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsyl- D, 
had now a fair sweep of all the markets of Europe. || successfully through this war unless they voted | yania in relation to a dry-dock at Philadelphia; oe 
Under the tariff of ’46, more western produce had || the President the means he asked for. The Dem- || which were laid on the table P eral 
been shipped than for ten years before. Mr. S.’s || ocrats had voted this sum, it was true, that the || Mr CILLEY presented a petition from citizens ioe 
d constituents were producers. They raised their | President had asked, but they had affixed a clog || of New Hampshire, in favor of abolition of slave- "San 
living out of the ground. They did not want any | to it which rendered it perfectly nugatory, and it || ry; the motion to nuaabees which was laid on the aa 
of your home market. . They wanted the blessing || could not pass, and everybody new it. ho €x- || table 6% 
of free trade, and a foreign market for their pro- || pected to get two-thirds of the Senate to ratify a Mr. MANGUM presented a petition from the zat 
1 duce to the ends of the earth. What would the || treaty with this proviso in it? Many of those who | heirs of Arnold D. rosby for a pension; which PRN 
l cotton growers of the South think of a law the || had aided to put this proviso in had other motives ! te th 
: ie “aes er | was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
effect of which would be to compel them to sell || in doing it than opposition to slavery. He believed || REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 4 
their cotton at the next county town? Would || that some of them were as bitter enemies of this Mr. CAMERON a he C ates ; ae 
they be satisfied with a home market like that? | Administration as the bitterest Whig in the coun- | Di ae f Col bi » from oa sank on ne ae 
é No. They wanted the markets of England and || try. Just so there had been men who voted the | ‘4 ed * eg ge ouse bits to amen aa 
, Germany. : , _ || tariff of 1846, who had first voted for all the clogs | — as ae - Pee me . , Ws ti See kee Rot 
But the real truth was, that if certain Democratic | = ane ast pg of the city Of Washington, wit hei 
gentlemen here could not have the rule, they || lay upon the table; and then, on the final vote, to |, *™enamen's. ‘ . ae : 
| were ready to get the Democratic party together || show that they were good Democrats, had voted |; er BEN cent eee somenes = ao we 
by the ears, and let the common enemy triumph || for the bill. Such men were no friends to this Ad- | TY A74!rs, reported @ oil making provision for the ik 





this? It would be that Virginia, and Maryland, || office in the Territory of Wisconsin. i} Bhs BRIGHT, from the Committee on Public re 
and Kentucky, and the rest, would shove off their | The question was about being put on engrossing | ““*? a a bill confirming to the Corpora- weg 
free negroes, and settle them on the people of | the bill to admit the Territory of Wisconsin into | burial ernandina a lot of ground used asa pubiic ee 
Ohio; and they were as great a curse as could | the Union as a State; when | burial ground; which was read a first time. eae 
come among any people. He spoke feelingly on || Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to amend |) NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. te 
this subject. His own district had had the trial | the bill by adding at the end thereof the follow- | On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate eee 
ofit. A drove of four hundred of John Rndolph’s || ing: || proceeded to the consideration of the bill making ioe 
emancipated negroes had been sent to settle right || « 4nd be it further enacted, That, in addition to section | appropriations for the naval service for the year hs 
among the farms of his people. The people rose, || numbered sixteen, section numbered thirty-six in each 1 ending 30th June, 1848. bs 
and, taking the statute in their hands, required of | pga - ee ee ee eS ee | ‘The bill being under consideration as in com- $ 
these intruders to give bond and security not to be- | js‘heceby appropriated to the aa seer gbataihen tar aaa | mittee of the whole. ae 
come a public faok cay as the law required them to || State; which said several sections may be sold by the direc- | Mr. HUNTINGTON said he was authorized peas 
do. They could not do it, and they were in short || tion of the Legislature of said Ss a price not less than || by the Committee on Finance to move to amend ee 
metre mustered out of the county. Then came the | Seles tent eu tow eee beni inte onan the amendment relating to the construction of the ae 


Whig Governor, or he should rather say the Whig — 


i dry-dock at Brooklyn, so as to limit the time and 
candidate for Governor, and all the Whigs at his | 


of said land so sold to be applied exclusively for the estab- : ’ — 
the amount in completing the same; and to institute 


which the Whigs tried to fix upon it, and even to | 
lishment of a fund in support of education in said State: 
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Mr. DICKINSON complained that the effect 
of this amendment would be to delay the work. 
Already mony half a million had been expended. 
Unless it could be shown that there was some 
defect in the plan, he could not perceive why a 
commissioner should be appointed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON explained that there was 
enough of the unexpended appropriation of last 
year to keep the se going until the examination 
should be made. 

Mr. YULIE said he was very much inclined to 
vote against a dry-dock at Brooklyn. The origi- 
nal estimate for thi@work was $803,000; and now, 
after expending half a million, it is said that it will 
require a further appropriation to the amount of 
the whole of the original estimate to complete it. 
He ‘supposed that floating docks could be con- 
structed so as to answer all necessary purposes. 
‘There was a dock nearly completed in New York, 
capable of raising a ninety-gun ship. 
he was informed, be finished in about a month. 
Therefore it was a question to be considered 
whether this work might not be suspended for the 
present. Ele would wish to see it suspended, too, 
on the principle of dosing the doctor; for as New 
York had strenuously urged that floating docks 
were more desirable at other yards, she ought to be 
compelled to try one herself. He wished to move 
an amendment; but 

The CHAIR decided that no amendment was 
now in order. 

Mr. DICKINSON asked the Senator from Flor- 
ida on what authority he had stated the cost of 
completing the work ? 


Mr. YULEE sent to the Secretary, to be read, | 


a letter from the Chief of the Bureau of Construc- 
tion, in which it was stated that up to the first of 
January last, $450,205 39 had been expended on 
the work, and that a further sum of $763,750 would 
be required to complete it. 

Mr. DICKINSON said he had in his hand a 
letter from the engineer, estimating the total ex- 
pense at about one million, nearly half of which 
had heen expended. 

Mr. EVANS. What was the date of this letter ? 

Mr. DICIXINSON said it was without date. It 
had been placed in his hands very recently. He 
wished to ask the Senator from Florida whether 
he meant it to be understood that he considered the 
floating dock preferable to the other? 

Mr. YULEE wished to suspend action on the 
bill, until he should have obtained sufficient infor- 
mation to direct his judgment. 

Mr. DICKINSON thought it was too late now 
to inquire whether this work should be abandon- 


ed, in order to enable the Government to adopt a | 


cheaper and better one. Too much money had 
been expended on this dock to allow a suspension 
or abandonment. If it had been now an original 
question authorizing the work, there might have 
been more reason for delay. 

Mr. EVANS contended that the amendment to 
the amendment was a proper one, and ought to be 
adopted. It was bad policy to suspend public 
works. And it would be equally bad to pursue the 
work further until we shall have ascertained the 
probability of completing it within a reasonable 


time. He had doubts whether it would not have | 
to be abandoned on account of the character of the | 


soil. The committee had called before them the 
engineer and the head of the department, and it 
turned out, on examination, that the work was a 


great deal more expensive than was contemplated. — 


When it was proposed by the committee to limit 
the amount expended on the work to $1,250,000, 
the engineer objected to any limitation. The site 
has no solid bottom, and several accidents of a se- 
rious character have occurred. We should be com- 
pelled to pay for what we had contracted for, but 
we ought not to pay for any new work until there 
can be a report from a committee as to the feasi- 
bility of the plan. 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
to the amendment was agreed to. 

The question being on the amendment as amend- 


ed— 


Mr. WEBSTER said he should vote against the | 


amendment, as he looked upon this mode of appro- 
priating money subject to restrictions and the re- 
sult of examinations as a departure from the usual 
course of Congress. He was opposed to the tying 
up of the hands of Congress in this manner. 


It would, as | 





go on making appropriations unless some limit 
| shall be fixed to the time and cost. The excava- 


| tion was not yet completed, and not a single stone | 


| had been laid, yet all the money appropriated had 

been expended. The work ought to be done, and 
to be well done. The coffer-dam had given wa 
| once or twice, and thus had caused great delay 


/and heavy expenditure. He wished to be satisfied | 


that it could be completed. He asked for the yeas 


and nays on the amendment, and they were or- 


dered. 
| Mr. EVANS said half a million had alread 
been expended. It was doubtful whether the wor 


competent to judge were against it. 
Mr. DIX said he concurred with the Senator 
| from Massachusetts. He thought that all the most 


serious difficulties had been overcome, and read | 
some extracts from a letter written by the engineer, | 


dated Ist February, instant, expressing a similar 
opinion, 

The question on the amendment was then taken, 
, and decided in the negative; ayes 15, noes 29. 
| ‘The next question was on the amendment of the 


| Committee of Finance, striking out the clause | 


| making appropriations for docks at Kittery, Pen- 
sacola, and Philadelphia. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON asked for the reasons 
for this amendment, and demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, 

Mr. CAMERON hoped this amendment would 
not prevail. About half'a million had been already 
expended on the dry dock at New York, and it is 
estimated that its cost will be one million three 
hundred thousand dollars. The floating dock at 

| Philadelphia would only cost two hundred thou- 
‘sand or two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
Philadelphia was willing to try a dock of this de- 
scription; and surely something was due to that 
| old city. Let it be remembered that some of the 
| noblest ships in the service were built there; and 


. : : | 
that ships of war lying there are not liable to rot, | 
and are safe against any attack from an enemy, as | 


‘ well as from the fury of the storms. Why was 


Philadelphia singled out to be excluded from the 
bill? This city, where Congress first sat, this 


capital of the mother of States, why was she to be 
assailed to enrich the West? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON explained that there had 
been no feeling hostile to Philadelphia, in the rea- 
sons which led to this proposition. On the con- 
trary, there were members of the committee, him- 
self among the number, who had sincere friends 
and warm attachments there. The committee had 
not looked at the city or the State; but confined 


| work de novo. They had examined to see if there 
was any recommendation of the work from the 
proper department. There was none. Was any 


examination made at the navy yard to determine | 


the cost and the time required for construction? 
Nothing of the kind. They looked to see if there 
| was any estimate. There was none. They had 
not stopped here, but had examined all the evi- 
dence within their reach to discover the reasons 
which made the selection of Philadelphia the wisest. 


had not perhaps looked, as they might have done, 


that Philadelphia was at the head of a navigable 
| river; that she was an inland city, more than one 
| hundred miles from the capes of the Delaware, and 

liable to be obstructed by ice about two months du- 

ring every winter. They also remembered that 
_ there is a dock at New York about two hundred 
miles from these capes. Then they asked whether, 
in view of all these facts, it was expedient to make 
an appropriation to begin this work. The super- 
intendent of docks had also reported that the water 
at the yard was becoming so shoal that the place 
would shortly be unfit for a navy yard. It should 
be borne in mind that this dock was not to be 
erected for the benefit of Philadelphia, or the State 
of Pennsylvania, but of the United States. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON did not doubt that the 
real necessities of the service required the construc- 
tion of a dock at Pensacola, but it was pohoes 

d agree 


more important at Philadelphia. All wou 

that three docks were not too many to provide for 

the increasing magnitude of ournavy. He did not 
_reside in Pennsylvania, but he lived at a distance 
' sufficiently near to enable him to know.that the ob- 





Mr. HUNTINGTON regarded it as useless to || 


y the tide has been obstructed and diverted fro 


could be completed. The opinions of those most | 


| themselves to the consideration of the question, | 
whether or not it was expedient now to begin this | 


They looked at the position of the city. They | 


into the state of our finances. But they recollected | 





jections of the committee were not well founded 
|| One objection is, that there is not water enous}, 
|| The shoaling of the water is owing to obstruction, 

caused by the United States, and not because there 
| is not sufficient water in the Delaware. It has been 
|| by the action of the Government itself, by whioi, 


hich 
M its 
; 7 Piers 
| would remedy this and give thirty-five feet wate 
! As to the obstruction by ice, it was well known 
|| that Philadelphia had liberally furnished ice-boa:, 
|| to remove that obstruction. But it seems there 
com no recommendation: and why did not the 
| 


|| natural course, and the erection of two new 


committee urge this also as an objection againg 
Kittery? This is not the first time this dock has 
|| been brought to the notice of Congress. It was q 
| great national work and ought to be constructed: 
| it was the most valuable of all the docks proposed. 
although all of them were necessary. The finan. 
|| cial condition of the country could not have infly. 
| enced the committee, for the bill now appropriates 
|| a larger amount than when it came from the 
pone He hoped the amendment would be re. 
ected. 
|| “Mr. MILLER said the subject had been before 
|| the Committee on Naval Affairs, and they had re. 
| ported a bill which had not been pressed because 
|| the committee understood that an appropriation 
| for the object would be introduced in this bij}, 
| Philadelphia was the most safe and convenient 
| place on the Atlantic for such a dock. 
| Mr. EVANS said the Senator from New Jersey 
| had given an additional reason for striking this ap. 
| propriation out of the bill. It appears to have been 
rovided for in another bill. It was improper that 
it should, therefore, be brought into an appropria- 
| tion bill. The only question before the committee 
| was, Do the United States require a dock at Phil- 
| adelphia? Who has asked it? It has not been 
| asked for by those at the head of the department— 
| by those who have charge of the navy. It had 
|| been brought forward before by Senators who had 
| repeatedly failed in their efforts. 
r. NILES thought this was not the time to 
make appropriations for new works. 








The question was then taken on the amendment 
to strike out, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashley, Butier, Evans, Huntington, Niles, 
Pearce, and Yulee—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atchison, Atherton, Bad- 
ger, Bagby, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Chal- 
mers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Colquitt, 
Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fair- 
field, Hannegan, Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Mangum, Miller, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Soulé, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Upham, Webster, Westcott, and Woodbridge—3. 


THREE MILLION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
\| being the bill making an appropriation of three 
| millions of dollars for the purpose of bringing the 
existing war with Mexico to a conclusion; with 
the amendments proposed by the Senator from 
Georgia and the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. BADGER said that the bill now under con- 
sideration proposed to make an appropriation for 
which, as he did not feel himself prepared to vote, 
|| he thought it was proper that he should assign to 


the Senate the reasons which would govern him 
in the course which he felt compelled to take upon 
the subject now before them; and as it seemed to 
be the generally prevailing practice for Senators in 
the debate upon this bill to give, as far as they 
deemed proper, an expression of their views in re- 
lation to the whole subject of the war, he would 
|| follow the example which had thus been set him, 
and, according to the phrase once fashionable but 





now somewhat fallen into disuse, define his posi- 
tion, in which he not only differed from those gen- 
tlemen who occupied the other side of the Cham- 
ber, but in some respects from those upon his own 
side. There was, however, another subject which 
it seemed to him demanded a preliminary exam 
| nation. He was fully aware of the responsibility 
which any member of that body assumed who un- 
dertookgt the present day either to vote or 
speak against such measures as were pressed upon 
the consideration of Congress by the Executive 
Department of this Government; and he thought 
it would not be a waste of the time of the Senate 
to draw their attention to what had forced itself 
upon his mind as being a systematic effort on the 
part of the Executive Government of the country 
to control the freedom of discussion and freedom 
of action in the Halls of Congress; freedom of dis- 
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cussion and freedom of action in the Legislatures || with strong reluctance to separate himself from the | old schoo} Jeffe 


of the several States of this Union; and sull further 
to reach forward a proposal for arresting all free- |} 
dom of speech, all discussion among the people of | 
this country upon subjects relating to this war. | 
He proposed to produce for the consideration of |, 
the Senate some evidence that, whether he was || 
right or not in the conclusion to which he had 

come on this subject, it was, at all events, a con- 

clusion founded upon strong probable evidence, 

and that it presented such an aspect of our affairs | 
as should arrest the attention of the American | 
eople, and cause them to institute a strict and | 
earnest inquiry, whether, while the forms of their | 
Government continued to be the same as were | 
handed down by our ancestors, there was not im- 

minent danger that the spirit of those institutions | 
should be entirely transmuted, and that we were | 
no longer to stand before the civilized world as a | 
people really and truly free, possessing here, and 

possessing everywhere, the right of speech, the | 
right of discussion, the right of consideration in | 
regard to the conduct of our rulers, +He had said | 
that the conviction had been forced upon his mind. | 
It had been forced upon it, for it was such a con- 

viction as no American would desire to have, be- 

cause it presented one branch of that Government 

whieh claimed his warmest affections in an attitude 

hostile to the best interests of the country, in a | 
osition of aggression upon the other departments 
of the Government, and in a position manifesting 
a desire to take from the people themselves the 
first fundamental indubitable right which belonged 
to them, as the legitimate sovereigns of this coun- 
try—the consideration of, and free expression of 
opinion in relation to, the measures of those who, 
by their selection, had been appointed to conduct 
the affairs of the Government. 

He had said that it appeared to him that this 
action on the part of the Executive was first di- 
rected towards the control of freedom of discussion 
and freedom of action in the halls of Congress. 
Was any proof necessary upon this subject? It 
appeared to him that the proof was evident to ev- 
ery Senators Was there a measure introduced 
here—was there a discussion that took place here, 
or that took place in the other branch of Consiant. 
upon a measure recommended to the two branches 
of Congress, or to either of them, on the part of 
the Executive of this country—that was not at 
once made the subject, through the instrumental- 
ity of the Executive press in this city, not of in- 
quiry, notof argument, not of discussion, but of 
instant and summary condemnation towards those 
who withheld from them their support? Had 
they not, during the whole of this session, ob- 
served that if, under the operation of the peculiar 
rules which existed in the other branch of the Le- 
gislature of this country, every measure that was 
desired by the Executive passed that body almost 
without discussion and without consideration, it 
was immediately held up as an example which we 
were told it would be wise for us to follow? It 
was not long ago that they were told that if a day 
or two days were spent in the discussion of any 
measure, however important it might be, it was 
instantly to be reported to the people of this 
country that Congress were not engaged in the 
discharge of their proper duties; were not engaged 
inthe duties they owed to the people who sent 
them here; that they were not engaged, as they 
ought to be, in passing without debate a measure 
proposed to them on the part of the Executive. 
Not a day—he thought he might say not a day— 
certainly very few days, had passed during this 
session of Congress, in which one or both branches 
of the supreme Legislature of the United States 

had not been exposed to remarks and observations 
which, to say the least of them, were not very be- 
coming to the source whence they proceeded, and 
were manifestly calculated (and he presumed 
therefore clearly designed) to produce upon this 
body, and upon the other House of Congress, a 
teak dates unreasoning submission to ever 
dom that was made upon them by’the Presi- 
ent. 
_A very few months had away since a 
distinguished gentleman from his own Siate, then 
occupying a seat upon this floor as a member of 
this body, felt himself prohibited ry high consid- 
erations of public duty tow voting for a particular 
measure which the Administration of the country 
deemed should be ed, and at the same time 
assigned the considerations which influenced him 
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party to which he belonged; and, rather than vote 


for the measure, resigned his seat and returned to | 
that private life from which he had been withdrawn | 


by the choice of the Legislature of his State. And 


it would be recollected that he was immediately, | 


not only denounced for his resignation, not only 


held up as recreant to his party in failing to follow | 


that course which the party thought proper to pur- 
sue, but was assailed by the most ruthless charges, 
and held up to the people of his State and to the 
whole country as a man so lost to all considera- 
tions of honor and decency as to have sold himself 
for a pecuniary reward. Was it not evident that 
we were expected to stand continually in the atti- 


tude of schoolboys in the presence of a stern ped- | 


agogue, expecting the reward of approbation for 


obedience, and in terror of the rod if we did not on | 


all occasions regard his judgment as paramount ? 
There seemed to be also, as he had said, a syste- 
matic attempt to prevent that free discussion and that 
free action in the Legislatures of the different States 
in this Union upon all measures connected with the 
existing war. 

He asked the attention of the Senate for a mo 
ment to the manner in which the State he had the 
honor in part to represent had been treated in re- 


lation to its action upon the subject of the Mexican || 


war. He called the attention of the Senate to an 
extract from the Union of the 25th of January, in 
which, after referring to another State of this 
Union, the editor proceeded thus: 


* Butin the State of North Carolina we find in the mes- 


sage of its Federal Governor to its Federal Legislature de- | 


nunciations of the war, and in the Legislature itself a reso- 
lution thai the State of North Carolina would support the 
Government in the war with Mexico, was in the popular 
branch voted down by a majority of four votes. In addition 
to this, it has,in a preamble to a resolution for raising money, 


denounced our own Government, and taken sides withthe 
enemy.” 


Now, sir, (continued Mr. B.,) I need hardly 
say, that neither the Legislature nor the people of 
the State of North Carolina have been or will be 
found associated with the enemies of their country, 
or opposed to the interests of the country to which 
they belong, and of which they form as true, as 


loyal, and as devoted a portion, as can be repre- || 
sented by any honorable gentleman upon this floor, | 


whatsoever part of this vast Union he may repre- 
sent. Now let us examine what the editor of this 
paper says: 

“In the State of North Carolina, we find in the message 
of its Federal Governor to its Federal Legislature denuncia- 
tions of the war.” 

There are one or two other established phrases 
which are sometimes employed to designate what 
is meant by the term ‘* Federal” in this case. 


Sometimes the word ‘*Tory” is used, and some- || 


times the word “Federalist;’’ and it would seem 
upon the first glance that the editor of this Gov- 
ernment paper cherishes an especial and vindictive 
hatred against Federalism; it would seem that re- 
miniscences of the olden time clustered so thickly 
around the heart of that editor, that he could not 


think of one of those who in former times were | 


denominated Federalists without feelings of vin- 
dictive resentment. But at the same time we find 
that he is complacent towards a large number of 
gentlemen who once belonged to that class, but 
who are now associated with himself; for towards 


them not the slightest expression of disapproba- | 


tion was used. 
It would seem, then, on the other hand, that 
there is really no ill-feeling in the matter, and I 


really believe there is not, but that these expres- | 


sions are but a sort of cant or party slang, which 


it is supposed will stand in the place of reason, | 


and influence the minds of the community when 
there is nothing else by which they can be influ- 
enced. ‘*The Federal Governor of North Caro- 
lina!”? Well, in the party sense of the term, it 
was impossible that the gentleman who now gov- 
erns that State could have been a Federalist, for 
his age does not reach back far enough; the prob- 
ability is, that when the Federal party became ex- 
tinct, he was at school, receiving the first rudi- 
ments of his education. ‘‘The Federal Legisla- 
ture!”? My honorable colleague is much better 
acquainted with this matter than I; but, since read- 
ing this article, I have cast over in my mind, and 
I do not recollect a single gentleman in that Legis. 
lature who ever belonged to the Federal party. 
One gentleman I know well, and have known him 
for many P yey He was one of the very persons 
who voted for this preamble and resolutions; an 
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rsonian Democrat; a Democrat in 
the time of the war; a colonel, commanding a regi- 
| ment in the regular army and time of the war, and 
who never in his life had the smallest connexion 
| with Federalism, except as regards the ordinary 
| Intercourse with the members of that party. But, 
sir, what is it that they have done? In the first 
place, they have rejected a resolution in the popu- 
|| lar branch of the Legislature, by a majority of four 
|| votes, which declared that they were ready to sup- 
|| port the Government in the war with Mexico. No 
| doubt, sir; but the editor does not find it conve- 
|| nient to inform the public, that this totally unne- 
|| cessary and absurd resolution, as it may be called, 
| was a resolution introduced by the minority in that 
|| body for the purpose of clogging the action of the 
| majority in the passage of their measures. Now, 
sir, it will probably be remarked as somewhat 
|| singular, that, in an article making so gross a 
|| charge as that of taking sides with the enemy, 
| there is not one word as to what was the subject 
|| of consideration, or what was the preamble in vir- 
| tue of the rejection of which they had turned 
against their own country, and taken sides with 
| the enemy. 
| [Mr. B. here read the preamble to the resolu- 
|| tions which were intended to appropriate a sum of 
money for defraying the expenses of the regiment 
|| which had been raised in the State of North Caro- 
|| lina, and which was ready to depart for Mexico 
|| for the purpose of supporting this war.] 


' . 
|| Among the officers of that regiment (Mr. B. pro- 


} ceeded to say) would be found members of that 
very Legislature who voted in support of the very 
preamble and the very resolution making the ap- 
| priation to give efficiency to the efforts of the Gov- 
ernment in the support of the war. 

|| Mr. B. proséeded to enlarge upon the point that 
| everything that was done in a State Legislature 
| which was not a simple, unreasoning acquiescence 
| in the demands of those who conducted the Exec- 
utive Government of this country, was immediate- 
ly made the subject of denunciation. He then 

proceeded to establish his next position, that the 

|, course taken by the organ of the Administration 
was intended, so far as it could effect such an ob- 
ject, to extinguish all free inquiry and expression 
of opinion among the people at large. He quoted 
|| from the Union of December 24, 1846, the follow- 
| ing, which was, he thought, one of the most sin- 
gular documents which had ever appeared in the 
| American press: 


| “A War RecistTeR—TIMELY Prorostrion.—It has heen 
suggested that the cause of the country may be promoted hy 
| the opening of a war register in every city, town, and vii- 
| lage, for the purpose of preserving an authentic record of the 
| Toryism which may be displayed by individuals during the 
continuance of the present war. In this register it is pro- 
posed to record the names of such personages as make them- 
selves zealous in pleading the cause of the enemy, ind oppose 
|| the war into which the people and the Government of the 
| United States have been forced by Mexican aggression, in- 
| sult, and robbery. Besides the names of the individuals who 
| pronounce against the justness of our cause, sach sentiments 
as are particularly odious should be placed on the register 
Where an individual expresses sympathy for the enemy, 
wishes the death of the President, or the downfall of the 
National Administration, as a punishment for having enga- 
| ged in the war, the sentiment of the Tory should be regis- 
tered in his own language as near as possible. All state- 
ments intended for entry on the record should be verified by 
the name of the witness or contributor.”’ 
Now, in one aspect (Mr. B. continued) this prop- 
osition was supremely ridiculous; in another, it was 
| scarcely possible to command language to express 
| how odious it was. He was afraid, as far as he 
| was himself concerned, that there would be no ne- 
|| cessity for any one’s going to the register and put- 
ting down his name for the expression of such 
unpropitious wishes in regard to this Administra- 
tion. He was ready to express here in his place 
_ that he was exceedingly anxious to see the down- 
| fall of the present Administration. And he went 
| still further: he hoped to contribute somewhat, in 
his humble way, to that object., He would not 
| confine himself to desiring it, he would endeavor 
| to promote its accomplishment; and if he had no 
other reason for it, (though he had many,) he 
would do it for the very especial reason which 
| seemed to make the great enormity of wishing for 
| its downfall—as a punishment for having engaged 
| in this war. 
| _He had certainly not wished the death of the 
| President, whatever he might desire naitcaly. 
| He wished the President no harm. He could 
| sincerely join in the prayer used for him tn the 
charches for his health and prosperity long to live, 
and after this life to attain everlasting joy and feli- 
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proposal, when they looked to what was here of- 
fered to the free people of America, it awakened 
far other feelings than ridicule or contempt, What 
was it that was proposed ? To convert us intoa 
set of spies on each other; to establish here the 
system of French police; to hold out to men in- 
ducements to watch the conversations of their neigh- 
bors. We were to have these spies entering into 
our ordinary conversations; meeting with us in 
the marts of business; sitting with us by our fire- 
sides: everywhere we were to be under thé malig- 
nant and detestable system of espionage. We were 
to be converted into informers on each other: and 
for what object? Why, that the free action of the 
Congress of the United States, the State Legisla- 
tures, and the people of this country, might be 
brought under the iron control of the esesans of 
the United States. He supposed the editor from 
whom this emanated had somewhere read that in 
England there was a species of treason called the 
treason of imagining the King’s death; but he did 
not exactly understand what was meant by it. He 
desired our Republican Sovereign to make this 
moral treason sull more stringent. Now, the trea- 
son of imagining the King’s death was to imagine 
it with an attempt to accomplish the wish of the 
heart; but here it was to be made to consist of a 
mere wish. And then again see the difference in 
the mode of trial. The English Parliament had 
taken care that no man should be surprised into a 
conviction of this kind. ‘The person accused was 
entitled to a fair trial. He was to be furnished 
with a copy of the charges against him; he was 
to be furnished with a list of those who were to 
try him, and of the witnesses who were to be pro- 
duced against him, with the places of their resi- 
dence, and their rank in society. He was to have 
an opportunity to meet his accuser, and to have 
ample time to prepare for trial; and he was only to 
be condemned when his guilt was established by 
an impartial trial before his fellow-citizens. But 
how stood the matterhere? Why, some poor 
wretch, who was himself more likely to be guilty 
of treason, slips into the register office in a city, 
town, or village, and puts down the name of “some 
one who might possibly have said he wished the 
downfall of this Administration. And how is this 
to be verified? By a trial? No. Was any notice to 
be given to him that his name was to be inscribed 
in this honorable register? Not at all. No intima- 


, and strong coincidences in the course pursued by 


tion was to be given to him that he was to be put | 


This 


in this record by some malignant creature. 


register was to be kept until some distant time, | 


and then brought forward; and for what purpose? 
To consign to infamy some innocent citizen? True 


it was not proposed to award a traitor’s grave. | 


And why not? And 


Simply for lack of power. 


this was gravely proposed in free America, in the | 


nineteenth century. 


Let the principle advanced by the organ of the | 
Government be carried out, and he desired gentle- | 
men, here or elsewhere, to tell him how the Ameri- | 
ean people, being once engaged in war, however 
unjust, however disastrous, however wanton—how | 
wes it possible (he asked) that the American people || 


could ever arrest the progress of the war? 
it could not be done, because we were commanded 
to follow the bidding of the President. It could 
not be done by action of the State Legislatures, 
because, if they set themselves in opposition to 


Here | 


the Executive will, they were taking sides with the | 


enemy. Nor could it be done by the people at 
large; for, if they were to take any step tending in 
that direction, they were placed in the category of 
the country’s enemies. 
this? Why, of course that the President must be 


into his conduct, and if they opposed his reelec- 


tion, they became obnoxious to denunciation as || 
He maintained that this | 


Tories or Federalists. 


What would follow from | 


|| was a recital of the act of May 13, 1846, in which | 
it was declared that this war had been brought 


was a regular and concerted system, on the part | 
of the Executive of this nation, not merely because | 
these things were put forward in a paper printed || 


at the seat of Government; not merely because 
that paper enjoys the Executive patronage; but 
because, as they all knew, the editor of that paper 
was brought here, when the President of the Uni- 
ted States came into office, as his editor, and has 
ever since enjoyed relations of intimacy with him, 
and professed to speak his sentiments with a de- 

ree of authority which he thought he might safe- 


‘ 
i 


city. | But when they looked at the motive for this — 


/in this Chamber. 


/ and proceeded to demonstrate that the war was 


) _ ident himself seemed not very clear on the subject, 
reélected, because the people were not to examine || 


| proposition as declared was correct. If he had had 
_no misgivings upon the subject, what would have 
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plain that the relations between the President and | 
the conductor of this paper were of a peculiar na- ; 
ture; certain it was that there were remarkable || 





the editor of the Union and the President of the | 
United States. 
‘The Senator from Alabama, [Mr. neers in his | 
speech yesterday on the subject of this bill, said | 
that the liberty of speech and of the press were | 
the two pillars on which depended our political | 
edifice; and alluding to some denunciations on this | 
floor of the President of the United States, and to | 
the action of the Senate on Saturday, said the 
remedy in the two cases was the same. Mr. B. 
agreed with that Senator. What was done by the 
Senate? Why, the Senate of the United States, | 
finding itself in a print conducted by a person who | 
occupied to them the relation of printer, and who 
was also the Executive organ of this Government, | 
held up in unmistakable language as traitors to 
the country—did what? Passed a resolution that | 
the editor of that paper should not longer come on 
this floor, and mingle with its members. And in 
the case alluded to by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, if any gentleman had attributed to the Pres- 
ident such atrocious conduct, he would say the || 
liberty of the press and of speech stand on the | 
same footing, and it would be just and wise in the 
Executive to exclude a gentleman who used such | 
language from the Executive mansion—not to in- | 
vite him to Executive dinners—and even to direct 
his porter to preventsuch a gentleman from attend- | 
ing the Executive levees. But he could not see | 
how the liberty of speech was to be endangered | 
by this; nor was the liberty of the press endan- | 
gered by the other. The President might say to | 
such a gentleman, I have been in the habit of re- | 
ceiving you on terms of intimacy; you have de- | 
nounced me; and therefore I wish to see you no 
more. The Senate says on the other hand, You | 
have mingled with us here, you have denounced | 
us; you have charged against us the highest of- 
fence that can be charged against an American || 
Senator, and we therefore do not wish to see you 
In either case, the liberty of || 
speech and of the press was not involved. | 
But to what did all this editorial machinery and |} 
this proposed system of espionage tend? Was it || 
more or less than to make the President’s will the | 
supreme law. He thought he could see the con- 1 
clusions drawn out in another paper published in 





| 


i 


the city of Baltimore on the 29th January. 

Mr. B. read an extract from a Baltimore paper, 
assuming the position, that all supplies should be 
granted that the Executive demanded. 

Mr. B. continued. If that was not simple, ab- 
solute despotism, he knew not what was. He 
claimed the right to say, as his deliberate convic- | 
tion, that unless, in some form and manner, this | 
system of dictation to Congress, and denunciation 
of State Legislatures, and this mode of endeavor- 
ing to array the people of these United States into 
two great classes, informers and informed against, 
spies and spied upon—if something was not done— 
if the public indignation did not frown upon it, 
there would be nothing left of our free institutions | 
but the name and form. 

Mr. B., after disposing of these preliminary mat- 
ters, entered upon the subject of the existing war, 


commenced by the Executive of the United States, 
He referred to the message of the President, wherein 


upon us by Mexico, and proceeded to observe, that 


notwithstanding this positive declaration, the Pres- || 





or else apprehended that those whom he was ad- | 
dressing were not altogether convinced that ad | 


been his course? Why, he would have stated dis- 
tinetly, and in direct terms, once for all, that Mex- 
ico had made war upon us; but it was a remark- 
able fact, and one which struck him forcibly upon | 
the reading of the message, that there was scarcely | 


a single portion of that message in which the Pres- 


/ assert that which he believed to be false; but what 


|| he meant to say was, that if he were really and 
y say, no former editor had ever undertaken to do | fully satisfied of the truth of the proposition, there 


in relation to any former Executive. It was very ') was no necessity for 80 frequent a repetition of it. 
. 


ident alluded to the war, without adding that the 
war was commenced by Mexico. He did not | 
mean to impute to the President that he meant to 








Such repetition could only spring, 


, . he though 
either from a desire to strengthen one’s own ep, 


victions, or to remove the incredulity of Others 
Again: If the President were satisfied of the fact, ,, 
what purpose tended his long recital of the griey. 
ances and wrongs which Mexico had inflicted upos, 
us? What had they to do with the subject? If 
Mexico commenced the war, on our part it could 
only be defensive, and any recital of reasons whic) 
should induce us to go to war were altogether gy. 
perfluous. 

Mr. B. argued at very great length the propos. 
tion that the war was not commenced by Meein 
but by the Executive of the United States. , 
proceeded to observe, that holding, as he did, that 
it was the President of the United States who made 
the war, he did not concur with the sentiments tha 
had been expressed by the Senator from Alabama 
nor in the sentiments expressed by the Senato; 
from Ohio. The Senator from Alabama, if he yp. 
derstood him rightly, said that, if he entertained 


| the opinion in regard to this war which had been 
| expressed on this side of the Chamber, he would 


not vote a doflar nor a man in support of it; and 
he thought his honorable friend on this side of the 
house, in the course of the admirable speech which 
he delivered the other day, made a very pointed 
allusion to his friends around him who had giyen 
their votes for the support of the war. He could not 
agree in the opinion expressed by the Senator from 
Alabama. He could readily conceive that a war 
might be brought upon the country—an unjust, as 
well as an unconstitutional war, not being made b 
the war-making power, and yet it might be his 
duty, asa member of the Senate, to vote both men 
and money for the support of that war. If the 
President of the United States was an hereditary 
sovereign; if he helda crown in perpetuity, which 
was to descend to his children, and occupied rela- 
tions to the country as the sovereign of a realm, he 
could readily imagine that, having involved the 
country in a war, either unjustly or otherwise, we 
might be at liberty at once to say to him, We will 
give you no supplies; defend your realm as you 
best may. But, he thanked God, whatever he 
might be in prospect, the President Was not now 
the hereditary sovereign of this country. 

The present Executive would continue to be the 
head of the Government but for a short term, and 
beyond that he would have no more connexion 
with the Government than any other citizen. 
When he did an act, therefore, by which the 
country was involved in war, by that act he in- 
volved others in a war of which he did not himself 
share any portion of the responsibility. It was 
the war of the nation. It was a war in which the 
people of the country were directly interested; and 
it was a war, therefore, on which we were not at 
liberty to turn our backs, and say, you have got us 
into a war, get out of itas you can. What was 
Congress to do when the gallant Taylor with his 
army was placed in a position of peril? What 
were we to do? Leave our gallant troops ina 
hostile country to be overpowered, cut in pieces, 
annihilated, by way of punishing the President of 
the United States for having brought them into 
such straits? We had been obliged to recognise 
the existence of the war, not because we did not 
understand the wrong which had been committed 
upon us by the exercise of usurped power on the 
part of the President, but we felt the wrong the 
deeper because, in consequence of its commission, 
we were placed in a position in which duty to our 
country obliged us to support the war. 

He held, with the Senator from Georgia, that 
Congress had a right to control every operation of 
this war—not to Erect the army in the field, but, 
as the war-making power of the Government was 
vested in Congress, Congress had a constitutional 
right to declare with whom we should be at war, 
and for what, and to determine when the objects of 
the war had been accomplished. Congress had a 
right to say to the President of the United States, 
The purposes for which we authorized this war 
are accomplished; there is no need of prosecuting 
an offensive war any further. Congress had a 
right to give directions as to the end and purposes 
of the war; and, onere to his humble judg- 
ment, it was the duty of the President to yield a 
respectful attention to the advice of Congress, and 
to govern himself as commander-in-chief of the 
army at the direction of Congress. 

e agreed also in the opinion expressed by the 
honorable Senator from Ohio, that if the President 
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sought, in defiance of the will of Congress, obsti- 
nately to prosecute the war and to use the public 
forces for this purpose, Congress in such case, he 


ee 


TH 





| demnity to our citizens. Thére was every reason 
_ to believe that she resorted to forced loans and con- 


held, had the right to exercise the only remaining \| tributions for the purpose of paying them, without 


constitutional power of controlling the Executive 
by withholding the enppeets because otherwise it 
would follow that one branch of the Government 
would be able to usurp the power belonging to 
another branch, thereby placing that branch whose 

ower it had usurped under the necessity of abso- 
fe submission. 

But he had voted these supplies for the war. 
Why? Not because he thought the war was ne- 


cessary; he thought it was ae ereNy Not be- | 
’ 


cause it was commenced by Mexico; he believed 
it was commenced by the President of the United 
States. *But he had voted the supplies because the 
interests of his country were at stake in the actual 
condition of things; because the remedy of with- 
holding the mapenes, that ultima ratio which was 
never to be applied until all others failed in control- 
ling the too great extension of executive power, 
might produce mischievous consequences; and 
therefore, with great respect to the Senator from 
Ohio, he must be permitted to say, that when the 
Senator thanked God he had not voted any supplies 
for this war, he had better reconsider the source 


of his thanks, and have voted the supplies which | 
the necessities of the case required, for the benefit || 


of the country and for the preservation of our 
gallant little army in the perilous position in which 
they were placed, and who were entirely guiltless 
in the matter, and have united with us in a solemn 
declaration of the purposes for which the supplies 
were granted, and for the purposes for which we 
would not support the war. 

lt would then be time enough to consider if the 
President should be so unwise as not to submit to 
the wishes of Congress. If he should go on upon 
his own authority in controlling the war in such 
manner as he pleased; if he did this, he for one 
would be found side by side with the Senator from 
Ohio. Not because he would do it willingly. God 
knows he would dv it very unwillingly; but, from 
the necessity of the case, he would unite with the 
Senator from Ohio in refusing the supplies; and he 


would put it to the country, and to the civilized | 


world, to decide whether the disastrous conse- 


| succeeding in discharging the amount. How, then, 
was it to be expected that she could pay fifty mil- 
lions of dollars for the expenses of this war? But 
the President was going to say to Mexico, you 
| must either pay me the money or deliver a part of 
| your territory; I must have satisfaction in money 
or in land. Was it not evident, then, that the plan | 
of the Administration, that the end and object of 
the war was conquest? He had shown, he thought | 
conclusively, that the war had been commenced by 
| the President, and afterwards sanctioned by Con- 
|| gress. Here, then, was a war, commenced by us, 
'}1n which we have expended fifty millions of dol- 
‘| lars; and we say to Mexico, We will now settle 
| this dispute, if you will pay us in land for the ex- 
|| penses we have incurred in prosecuting a war which 
|| we have ourselves commenced. 

Mr. B., in the course of his remarks, quoted 
|| from a message of Mr. Jefferson, in 1805, to show 
|| how he understood the power to declare war to be 
ij in the Congress alone. ‘Territory which we had 
| acquired, and which was in our possession, was 
'| threatened with invasion; but Mr. Jefferson sub- 
mitted the matter to Congress. 

Mr. CHALMERS moved an adjournment; but 
gave way to— 
| Mr. PEARCE, who said that he rose only for 
|| the purpose of strengthening a point made by the | 
|| Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Bancer,]} which 
| had been controverted by the Senator from Ar- 
| kansas, [Mr. Sevier.] The Senator from North 
‘| Carolina had assumed, that if the United States 
‘| had a clear and indisputable title to a territory || 
, which was in the actual occupancy and possession || 
| of a foreign power, the taking military possession 
|| of such territory by the United States would be an 
‘| act of war. In the case supposed, it would be a 
| rightful act of war, but being such, the authority 
'| first must be referred to the legislative and war- 
| making power; that is to say, to Congress; and he 
quoted, in support of this position, the gnessage of || 
|| Mr. Jefferson to Congress, in December, 1805, in 
relation to the posts and territory held by Spain || 
| within the limits of Louisiana in which Jefferson || 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A 


| of a foreign Power. 


'* session of the United States; 


quences which must follow from such an unsup- || said that Congress alone being constitutionally || 
ported war ought not to be attributed to the obsti- || invested with the power of changing our condition || 
nate and arbitrary conduct of the Executive, and | from peace to war, he thought it his duty to await || 


not to any factious spirit on the part of Congress. || their authority for using force in any degree which || 





These were his general views in regard to the 
character of the war. These were the reasons upon 
which he had supported the war; these were the | 
reasons on which he should continue to vote the |) 
necessary Supplies for carrying on the war, until || 
that state of things arrived to which he had advert- 
ed, when it would be seen whether the President || 
would obstinately persist in prosecuting the war, || 
from mistaken views of benefit to the country, or || 
from views of personal ambition; and then he || 
should stand ready to record his vote against sur- || 


| 
| 
| 


could be avoided. The Senator from Arkansas here 
interrupted the Senator from North Carolina, and | 
denying this proposition, undertook to oppose the 

authority of Mr. Madison to that of Mr. Sedlaieen. 
He referred to the course of Mr. Madison in relation || 
tothe occupation of what were then called, and still || 
are frequently, the Florida parishes of Louisiana. | 
I sent for the authority which Lam about to submit || 
to the Senate, but did not receive it till the Senator | 
had passed to another point in his argument; and || 
did not think it proper then to interrupt him. || 


rendering the authority of the representatives of || Sir, the Senator from Arkansas is mistaken; Mr. | 


the people of the United States to direct the pur- || 


Madison held no doctrine at variance with that of || 





poses and objects of a war sanctioned by them in || Mr. Jefferson. 


the exercise of a power which the people of the | 
United States had confided to us, and not to the 
President. 

Mr. B. next adverted to the change which had | 
come over this war in the course of the year which 
had elapsed since its commencement. It was now 
pon and clearly a war of conquest, although the 


resident in his message informed them that the || 


war was not commenced for the purpose of con- | 
quest; that it was not intended to be a war of con- 
quest. He did not pretend to impeach the sincer- 
ity of the President in making this declaration, but 
according to every notion which he had on the 
subject, it was clearly and unquestionably a war | 
of conquest. What did the President say? He 
told them that he was going to prosecute the war | 
until he had obtained an ample indemnity, not | 
only for the claims of our citizens against Mexico 
for spoliations, but also for the expenses of the 
war, Now, in what attitude did this present itself? 
He supposed it would not be considered extrava- 
gant to assume that the expenses of the war up to 








this time would amount to fifty millions; and if 
the war were continued for another year, they 
would amount to one hundred millions. But sup- 
pose fifty millions to be the amount for which we 
were to be indemnified. Mexico had a few years 
ago shown herself either unable or unwilling to 


He did not assume that the Ex- || 
ecutive, of his sole authority, could take military || 
possession of territory, even rightfully belonging || 
to the United States, if in the actual occupancy of |; 
a foreign power. He equaily with Mr. Jefferson || 
recogniael the constitutional power of Congress, || 
| and invoked their authority before taking posses- || 
| sion of that part of Louisiana of which Spain then || 
| held the occupancy. It is true that the Spanish || 
authorities at Baton Rouge were dispossessed by || 
a body 


of armed individuals, in the summer of 
1810, who declared their independence, and estab- 


1 
lished a government of their own; and that Mr. || 
Madison, by his proclamation of October 16, 1810, || 
took possession of this country in the name of the |, 
United States. But this proclamation recited that } 
| the territory in question ** had always been claimed | 
‘as being within the territory of Louisiana;”’ | 
“‘ that a crisis had at length arrived subversive of | 
‘ the order of things under the Spanish authority,” | 
and * that, under the peculiar and imperative cir- | 
‘ cumstances, forbearance on the part of the United | 
‘States to occupy the territory in question, and | 
‘ thereby guard against the cenfusions and contin- 
‘gencies which threaten it, might be construed | 
‘ into a dereliction of their title,’”’ &c.; and “finally, 
‘that the acts of ata, aber though contemplating 
‘a present possession by a foreign authority, have 
‘contemplated also an eventual possession of the 
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| pay a very few millions of dollars by way of in- | ‘ said territory, and are accordingly so framed as 


‘in that to extend their operation to the same.”’ 
Now, sir, this instance does not amount toa 
contradiction of Mr. Jefferson's authority, and the 
position of the Senator from North Caroiina, for 
the Spanish authority was at an end in this terri- 

tory; it could not be said to be in the oceupanc 
And Mr. Madison so well 
knew this distinction, that General Claiborne was 
especially instructed not to take possession of any 


| post in which the Spaniards had a garrison; ac- 


cordingly no attempt was made to take possession 
of Mobile, or any part of the territory around it. 


| Mr. Madison’s proclamation was communicated 


to Congress in December, 1810; and on the 15th 
of January, 1811, a secret resolution, not made 
public till years afterwards, was passed by Con- 
gress and approved by the President, the preamble 
of which referred to the peculiar situation of Spain 
and her American provinces, and the body of 
which declared that a due regard to the safety of 
the United States compelled them * to provide, un- 
der certain contingencies, for the temporary occu- 
pation of the said territory,’’ &e. 

In January, 1813, the President sent to Congress 
a confidential communication which led to the pas- 
sage of the secret act of February 12, 1813, which 
authorized the President ‘‘ to occupy and hold all 
‘that tract of country called West Florida, which 
‘lies west of the river Perdido not now in the pos- 
”? and it also autho- 
rized the President to employ the military and 


| naval force of the United States in maintaining the 


authority of the United States in such territory. 
Under the sanction of this act, the Psesident sent 


| orders to General Wilkinson, who drove the Span- 


iards out of Fort Charlotte, established a fortifica- 
tion at Mobile Point, and occupied the country 


| west of the Perdido in the name of the United 


States. 

Mr. SEVIER then briefly noticed some histori- 
cal circumstances in connexion with the act of 
General Thomas, which had been referred to by 
Mr. Pearce, to show that Congress had after- 
wards sanctioned and approved his conduct, by 
making him a donation of sections of land. 

While he was up, he would take occasion to 
say, that the removal of our army from Corpus 
Christi to the Rio Grande was known to Congress; 
for the Secretary of War had given all rere 
information on that subject in his report whic 
accompanied the President’s annual message; and 
gentlemen could have read the documents with but 
littleattention, who complained that no notification 
had been given of that movement. It was made 
known to Congress sufficiently early for steps to 
have been taken to prevent it, if prevention were 
deemed necessary. 

Mr. CASS intimated that he should hereafter 
call the attention of the Senate to the letter of Mr. 
Marks, to which reference had been so often made, 
in relation to a communication which was said to 
have been made by the Mexican General, Arista, 
to General Taylor, for the prevention of hostili- 
ties. 

Mr. CHALMERS then obtained the_floor, as 
was afterwards understood for Mr. Coteuirr, who 
was absent, and the Senate went into Executive 
session. After a short time spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 16, 1847. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. BOWLIN rose and addressed the Chair. 
The SPEAKER announced that no business 

was in order, except by unanimous consent, other 

= that which was under consideration yester- 
day. 

Mr. BOWLIN asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion, which was read for information, providing 
that members should be furnished with certain 
copies of the Congressional Globe and Appendix. 

r. MeKAY objected. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution could only 
be received by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HARPER (on-leave given) presented the 
following joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
Ohio, which were read, laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed: 

“Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
That our Seudaue and ened in Co Ss re. 
quested to use their exertions in favor of incr the pay 
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of the volunteers who have served in Mexico, and for a pro- 
vision in favor of those, or their families, who are in indi- 
gent circumstances, by an allowance to them during the 
existence of such disability. 

‘Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit a 
copy of the foregoing resolation to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress. 

“Revoleed, That the bravery, skill, and good conduct of 
General Z. Taylor, and the soldiers under his command, 
deserve the highest commendations of the country. 

“Resolved, That we have tull confidence in the bravery 
and skill of Major Generals Scott and Taylor, the heroes of 
many « hard-fought battle, and that the dignity of the nation 
and the honor of the army can be commited to the charge 
of no abler commanders.”’ 


Mr. SEAMAN asked leave to offer a resolution. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said, it became the duty of the 
Chair to state the condition of the business before 
the House. In the first place, the House was act- 
ing yesterday under the special order. ‘That would 
be sufficient to prevent any other suspension of the 
rules. In the second place, the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had reported to 
the House the bill for the admission of Wisconsin 
as one of the States of the Union. The previous 
question had been moved and seconded; the main 
question had been ordered; and the pending ques- 
tion was on the amendment propose d by the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Rockwexn,] [which 
authorizes a grant of the thirty-sixth section, in 
addition to the sixteenth section of land, in each 
township, to the State of Wisconsin, for the pur- 

yoses of educauon. | 

Whereupon the House resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill to admit the Territory of Wisconsin 
int» the Union as a State, and of the said amend- 
ment thereto pending. 

Mr. ROCKWELL asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were yeas 
58, nays 80. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

‘The bill, having been ordered to a third reading 
now, was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. RELFE, (on leave given,) from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, reported a bill granting 
the right of preemption to the inhabitants of Bee- 
town, in the ‘Territory of Wisconsin. Read and 
committed. 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved that the House go into 
committee on the special order, 


On motion of Mr. COCKE, the special order 
was postponed, for the purpose of calling the cém- 
mittees for reports. 

Mr. McK AY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to which was referred the amendments of 
the Senate to the Indian appropriation bill, re- 
ported the same to the House; and, on motion, 
they were committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill making appropriations for the payment of 
navy pensions for the year ending June 30, 1848. 
Read and committed, 

Mr. HUNGERFORD, from the same commit- 
tee, to which was referred the Senate’s amend- 
ments to the bill entitled ‘An act making appro- 
prations for the support of the Military Academy, 
for the year ending June 30, 1848,”’ reported the 
same to the House, with a oaenaninaienia that 
the House disagree to said amendments. The bill 
and amendments were committed. 
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' lection districts, reported the same without amend- | graduate the price of the public lands t 
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ment. || settlers, and for other purposes, reported an amend. 
Mr. GRINNELL asked that the bill be engross- || atory bill. ‘The bill was committed, 
| ed and read a third time. Me. HILLIARD, from the Committee on the 
| 


The question was put on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time, ial decided in the 
affirmative. 

The bill, being engrossed, was accordingly read 


a third time and passed, and sent to the Senate for || 


concurrence. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill to create the office of 
surveyor general of public lands in the Territory of 
Oregon, and to grant donation rights to settlers, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, and committed. 


Mr. MeCLERNAND, also from the same com- || 
mittee, reported a bill to give the consent of Con- || 


gress to the sale of certain salt spring Jands here- 


tofore granted to the States of Illinois, Arkansas, | 
and Michigan. The bill was read a first and second | 


time. 


Mr. MecCLELLAND, of Michigan, remarked | 
that this bill was reported in pursuance of re- | 
solutions of his State, which had been referred | 
(with a bill prepared by himself) to the Com- | 
By the compact with 
the State of Michigan, the State was authorized | 
to lease these lands, but had not the power of | 


mittee on Public Lands. 


selling them. 


of money in their improvement, and an endeavor | 


to discover what could be made out of the salt 
springs on them, and he believed had come to 
the conclusion that it was more advisable and pro- 
fitable to sell them, and leave the improvement of 
the springs to private enterprise. It was a matter 
of indifference to the General Government whether 
the State leased or sold the lands. 


its immediate passage, withoutcommitment. The 


lands in the States of Illinois and Arkansas were, | 


as he understood, in precisely the same condition, 
and there could be no valid objection to their being 
embraced jn the same bill. 
that the bill would be put on its passage. 

The question was put on ordering the bill to be 


engrossed and read a third time, and decided in the | 


affirmative. 

The bill, being engrossed, was accordingly read 
a third time and passed, and sent to the Senate for 
concurrence. 


Mr. MeCLERNAND, from the Committee on 


| Public Lands, to which was referred the Senate bill 


to extend the time for selling the lands granted to 
the Kentucky Asylum for teaching the Deaf and 
Dumb, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. McC. asked that the bill be put on its pas- | 


sage. 

It was read; when 

Mr. HENRY moved to amend the bill, by add- 
ing a section, including the Asylum in the State of 
Illinois. 

Mr. CROZIER moved to amend, by striking 
out the words “ the State of Illmois,”’ and insert- 
ing the words ** each of the States of this Union.”’ 

‘Mr. HENRY accepted Mr. Crosier’s amend- 


| ment. 


On motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, the Com- || 


mittee of Ways and Means was discharged from 
the consideration of the petitions of Charles Blaks- 
lee, and of 8.8. Bowen, and they were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. GORDON, from the committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Barclay and Living- 
ston, and Smith, Thurger, & Co. The bill was 
read a first and second time, and committed. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, asked to be discharged from the con- 
sideration of the petition of citizens of the State of 
New Jersey, of the New Jersey Steam Navigation 
Company, and New York, Providence, and Bos- 
ton Railroad Company, for expenses incurred by 
them in maintaining a light-house on Eel Grass 
Shoal, and that it be laid on the table. Discharged, 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill concerning ceriain col- 


Mr. TIBBATTS moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out all after the enacting words, 
and inserting a substitute; which being afterwards 
withdrawn, the reporter had no opportunity to 
copy it. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. BELL, Me- 
CLERNAND, and HENRY— 

Mr. GROVER moved to commit the bill, but 
withdrew the motion immediately afterwards. 

Mr HENRY and Mr. TIBBATTS now with- 


| drew their amendments. 


The bill was then read a third time and passed, 
and returmed to the Senate. 

Mr. RELFE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the Senate bill to 
establish a land office in the northern part of Mich- 
igan, and to provide for the sale of the mineral 
lands in the State of Michigan and Territory of 
Wisconsin, reported the same with an amendment. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. JAMES B. HUNT, from the same com- 
mittee, to which was referred the Senate bill for 
the relief of Madison Allen, reported the same with 
an amendment. The bill was committed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, from the same commit- 
tee, to which was referred the bill to reduce and 


The State had expended large sums | 


And as asimi- || 
lar bill had passed this House before, he hoped | 
there would be no objection to putting this bill on | 


He therefore hoped | 


|| Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
| the Senate resolution for the relief of Orlando Sa\. 
|| marsh and William Faller, rep »rted the same 
| without amendment. The resolution was coy. 
mitted. : 

| Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the Senate bill for the relief of Thomas 
| Rhodes, reported the same without amendment. 
|| The bill was committed. 

Mr. H. also gave notice that, at an early day 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to regulate 
|| the diplomatic intercourse of the United States, 

Mr. McILVAINE, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
| the amendments of the Senate to the joint resoly- 
tion of the House authorizing and directing the 
examination and settlement of the claims of Alex- 
|| ander M. Cummins, reported the same, with the 
recommendation that the House concur therein. 

The amendments were then read and concurred 
in, and the resolution as amended stands passed, 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the resolution of the House of 
the 2d of January last; relating to the reéstablish- 
ment immediately of a line of four-horse post 
coaches from Blountsville to Knoxville in Tennes- 
| see, made a report thereon; which was laid on the 
|| table. 

‘| Mr. JAMES McDOWELL, from the Commit- 
'| tee on the District of Columbia, reported the fol- 
|| lowing resolution: 

|| Resolved, That Saturday, the 20th instant, be 
|| assigned for the consideration of business relating 
to the District of Columbia. 

e The question was — on agreeing thereto, and 
it was decided in the negative—two-thirds not 
voting therefor. 

Mr. FICKLIN, by leave, presented resolutions 
of the ee of fllinois, in favor of an amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States in 
such manner as to change the tenure by which the 
judges of the United States hold their offices; and 
also, in favor of raising men and money to carry 
on the war against Mexico. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, by direction of the Commit- 
teeon the District of Columbia, asked that the 
Committee of the Whole be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill further to extend 
the charter of the Union Bank of Georgetown, in 
the District of Columbia. 

The Committee of the Whole was discharged. 
The question recurring on engrossing the bill, 
| and reading it a third time, 





| 


Mr. BOWLIN moved to lay the bill upon the 
table, on which motion he asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows— 
| yeas 77, nays 84. 
| So the bill was not laid on the table. 
| Mr. ALEXANDER D. SIMS moved to amend 
| the bill by striking out the words * 1855,” and in- 
serting in lieu thereof ‘* 1849.” 

Mr. A. D. SIMS and Mr. RHETT explained 
the bill. 

Mr. Sims’s amendment was then agreed to. 
Mr. DOUGLASS moved to amend the bill fur- 
ther by adding thereto the following proviso: 

| 

| 





Provided, That said Bank shall not exercise any 
banking privileges, or any other powers, except to 
collect and pay its debts and close up its business. 

The proviso was agreed to. 

The in was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; was engrossed and accordingly 
read a third time. 

The question recurred on the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. FRIES moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JOHN G. CHAPMAN explained more 
particularly the objects of the bill. He conclud 
that no effort had been made to exercise banking 
|| privileges. ; 
| Mr. BOWLIN indicated his opposition to the 
| bill, and his intention to record his vote against It; 
arguing that it was susceptible of being construed 
into a perpetual charter. . 

Mr. COBB moved the previous question, which 
was seconded; and the main question was ordered, 
viz: Shall the bill pass? 

The question was decided by yeas and nays 3s 
follows: Yeas 84, nays 75. 








